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Abstract

In different cultures, a halo of negations, taboos, and marginalization sometimes draws
distant parts of human concepts and inner emotions, known as taboos or prohibitions.
Taboo themes have various forms and dimensions, including political, religious, sexual,
and social. Despite the prohibition of taboos in social interactions, the field of literature
provides a platform for their direct and indirect emergence. Attention to taboos and their
reflection in literary texts, regardless of breaking common norms for creative creations,
has an aesthetic and cognitive aspect. To demonstrate this aspect of contemporary
literary works, we have selected stories from Persian and Arabic literature; that is, two
females and two male writers from two languages and cultures. The research findings
indicate that the story writers have used taboos in portraying characters and choosing
their language. In these works, female characters use non-standard language forms more
often, while male characters use more standard forms. Syrian writers’ express taboos

more freely, while Iranian writers are more cautious and use more rhetorical devices.
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Regarding taboo themes, it can also be said that Iranian and Arab writers do not break
many taboos in religious and belief matters. Behavioural taboos such as mentioning
alcoholic beverages and drugs are seen in all texts. In the realm of women's taboos,
while all writers have addressed them, these taboos are more explicitly expressed in
Arabic stories.

Keywords: Contemporary Persian and Arabic Stories, Taboo, Gender, Cultural Role.

Introduction

The influence of gender on the use of taboo words has been the focus of numerous
studies in the field of language and gender. It is traditionally accepted that men are more
inclined to use taboo language than women, as women are generally more socially and
linguistically bound to observe norms. Taboos encompass various topics and
dimensions, including political, religious, sexual, and social. In this research, we aim to
investigate the differences and similarities in the expression and types of cultural taboos
in contemporary Persian and Arabic stories.

Materials & Methods

This has been conducted using an analytical-descriptive and comparative approach,
researching Persian and Arabic stories written by two females and two male authors.

Discussion &Results

Various forms of taboos (linguistic, sexual, religious, and those related to femininity)
have been identified both directly and indirectly, along with their frequency in the
selected stories. This analysis highlights the degree of freedom or caution exercised by
the writers from the Arab and Persian cultures in incorporating these taboos into their
narratives. Additionally, the study discusses which types of taboos are more commonly
used by these writers. Mustafa Mastoor has the highest volume of linguistic taboos in
his two collections of short stories, followed by Haifa Bitar, then ZoyaPirzad and Hani
al-Raheb. Generally, the prevalence of linguistic taboos in Iranian stories exceeds that in
Arabic stories. This high volume of linguistic taboos in Persian may likely be due to
social repression, rigid social hierarchies, social distrust, and a lack of principles
regarding the observance of private domains.
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Conclusion

While the reflection and portrayal of various taboos and their frequency in the studied
stories are influenced by the cultural, social, religious, and political factors of the
authors' environments, the authors’ audacity, interest, or aesthetic criteria also play a
significant role in this regard. Different forms of taboos are reflected in both direct and
indirect manners with varying frequencies. Linguistic taboo is one of the most common
types of taboos in these stories, typically manifested as euphemismsMoreover, it seems
that sensitivity towards these taboos in Iranian society is less than that towards other
taboos, and the social consequences for the authors of these stories—such as prevention
of publication or backlash from audiences—have been relatively minimal. Additionally,
male writers have included these linguistic taboos in their stories more than their female
counterparts, which aligns with the masculine tone of their narratives; previous studies
have also demonstrated that men are bolder in using these taboos in their conversations
compared to women. Syrian male and female authors directly address sexual taboos.
The significant occurrence of these taboos in Syrian stories can be attributed to relative
freedom and the limited power of censorship in these matters. Conversely, the low
frequency of these taboos in Iranian stories is not only related to cultural characteristics
but is also influenced by potential censorship of the stories. Among Syrian writers, Hani
al-Raheb has shown the greatest boldness in addressing these taboos. Religious and
belief-related taboos in the selected stories are depicted only in limited ways, primarily
as criticisms of certain rituals and beliefs due to the religious atmosphere and associated
sensitivities. Also, in the portrayal of feminine taboos, Syrian authors have reflected
them more in their works. The taboo related to infertility appears in one of ZoyaPirzad’s
stories, while taboos concerning virginity and abortion are more present in Hani al-

Raheb’s stories, and Mustafa Mastoor has referenced this taboo once as well.
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