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Abstract

Lateral thinking is the process of de stereotyping of usual methods of thinking. Some of
these methods, including "Inversion", "Subrogation", "Contradiction" and "Metaphor"
can be adapted to the function of binary opposition in the story text. Using these, in
binary opposition of teenager's story can provides an opportunity to conceptualizing and
theorizing for teenage audience. In this research, using the descriptive method and
quantitative and qualitative data, this issue has been compared in two genres: Fantasy
and Social. The fantasy story "Return of Hordad", using the metaphor, and the social
story "Of her crumby twelve fingers", using the inversion, creatively narrate the
worldview of teenagers; But they are also different: The first story, in a metaphorical
but normative space, guides teenager into specific theorizing; But the second, by social
and critical approach and using inverting, dominates the worldview of teenagers and
provides the possibility of spontaneous conceptualization.

Keywords: Lateral Thinking, Binary Opposition, Teenager's story, fantasy story, social
story.

« Ph.D. Candidate of Persian Language and Litreture, Allameh Tabatabaei university (Corresponding Author),
Fatemelotfian@yahoo.com

« Professor of Persian Language and Litreture, Allameh Tabatabaei university, ytalebian@gmail.com

Date received: 16/12/2023, Date of acceptance: 07/07/2024



Abstract 356

Introduction

Edward Debono, suggests " Lateral thinking" to educate creativity in the present era.
Lateral thinking, causes a revision in the process of perception, adds substitute patterns
to the established patterns of the mind, and expands the functioning of the mind.

During adolescence, due to the increase in cognitive development, the skills of
mental thinking, conceptualization, and imagination grow, and the adolescent can
independently theorize about issues. Compliance the story of teenagers with their
cognitive skills increases the story genre for teenagers and also strengthens their
thinking skills. The, binary oppositions in the story of the teenager indicate the various
crises and conflicts of this age. The research assumes that compatibility these contrasts
with some lateral thinking methods can reveal the ability of that narrative to strengthen
thinking skills in teenagers.

The fantasy novel "The Return of Hordad" expresses its moral message by the
method of allegory, and the novel “Of her crumby twelve fingers” deals with the harms
that a teenage girl, without parental supervision and on the threshold of socialization,
faces by breaking the norms of stereotyped beliefs. The stories in two different genres
narrate the common theme of sociability and independence, and in this research, each of
them is a representative of their own genre in order to examine the compatibility of the
binary oppositions in two novels with lateral thinking methods. The primary premise of
the research is that both stories provide the possibility of developing lateral thinking
skills for the teenage audience, but the methods of lateral thinking and the extent of their

use in the social genre are different from the fantasy genre.

Materials & Methods

The research was conducted using the descriptive-analytical method and based on

documentary data.

Discussion & Result

The thought-provoking "story" is the most important content in Philosophy for Children
(P4C); Actually, the format of the story because of features such as: interpretability,
norm avoidance, deconstruction, highlighting, revealing the hidden aspects of story

elements, along with tying, ambiguity and imagination, in any genre can be a tool to
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strengthen the power of thinking. Because of the needs and tastes of it’s audiences,
means teenagers, the story of the teenager contains binary oppositions based on the
conflicts of this age group, which in the imaginary space of teenager's, show different
situations to each other: overlapping; violation of each other; the supremacy of the
negative side of the opposition, Suggest an alternative strain. These situations in the
teenage story are compatible with the four cases of lateral thinking training techniques
by Edward Dubono: metaphor method: corresponding to the overlap of opposition
strains; Contradiction method: corresponding to the violation of two opposing sides by
each other; Inversion method: according to the superiority of the negative side of
opposition over the positive side; Alternativeization method: proposing an alternative
side instead of two opposite sides. Matching the four situations with lateral thinking
methods is done in order to analyze the capability of each genre as a tool to strengthen
lateral thinking.

The fantasy story “Return of Hordad” depicts the process of socialization of a
teenage girl named Samarah in an imaginary space. A native teenage girl who lives a
peaceful life with her father is assigned to prevent a disaster in the sea by relying on her
pure nature and otherworldly powers. The most important confrontations in this story
are the confrontation between innocent heroes and villains, disaster versus peace, reality
versus imagination, and fear versus courage. Samareh's mission is successfully
accomplished and the message of the story is presented in this exemplary atmosphere:
independent social life and entering adulthood are accompanied by many obstacles. The
confrontations of the story are more consistent with the methods of metaphor and
contradiction.

“Of her crumby twelve fingers” is a social story about the displacement and
loneliness of a girl named Ava who ran away from her aunt's house in order to find her
mother who immigrated to Australia years ago. He meets a woman named Servat and a
boy named Saeed, who help him to live independently and be homeless on the street.
Finally, she decides to live with Servat instead of her mother and they start a new life as
a housekeeper in the house of a rich old man. Unlike stories with a similar theme, Ava
manages to run away from home. Contrast between normal and abnormal, dependence
and independence, love and indifference, self-centeredness and other-centeredness are
some of the important contrasts of this story. The confrontations of the story are more

compatible with the methods of inversion and substitution.
Conclusion
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The analysis of two stories from two different genres with the form that was carried
out by applying the two theories of binary opposition and lateral thinking, reveals that in
addition to the thought-provoking stories of other genres, they can also provide an
opportunity to think for the teenage audience, although the social story in this case
works more ruthlessly, the fantasy story by drawing an imaginary world puts the

audience in a position of spontaneous thinking and receiving and making beliefs.
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