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Abstract

Bahram Beyzaei is one of the playwrights who has depicted the contemporary world in
the most beautiful way possible through the element of conversation and dialogue.
Modernity, progress, technology, industry and finally the ridiculous world they have
created for people in the society. Beyzaei has artistically put all the words and terms of
conversation together in such a way that the tension and vulnerability of the characters
in certain situations can be easily evaluated. A different technique that distinguishes
Beyzaei from other playwrights is that he uses the characters of the play as the narrators
of the work, and he does this with dialogue between the characters, autobiography, and
dramatic monologues of the characters in the story. In this research, with the descriptive
method and content analysis, the artistic functions of the dialogue element in Elliptical
plays have been examined and analyzed. This author has given different functions to the
dialogue element through character disclosure, symbolic typification and creation of
new situations in his plays. The results of the research show that the creativity and
innovation that Beyzaei has used in the narration of some of his plays is in the design of
the plot and plot, which places the climax of the play at the beginning of the story. And

it does this through dialogue and the words of the characters in the story. In other
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words, in order to avoid repetition in the narrative, Beyzaei resorted to the element of
dialogue to depict many of the religious features and themes of the play in a different

atmosphere.

Keywords: ellipsis, play, dialogue, typification, situation creation.

Introduction

A play is a text that is written to be played on the stage that includes dialogue and action
descriptions. The foundations of a play are things such as: society, individual, and
belief. Some believe that act is the basis of story while others believe that story is the
basis of act. In dramatology, the main factors of a play can be divided into elements
such as, character, action, suspense, conflict, climax, falling action, twists, antagonist,
and etc. Among these elements, dialogue is the most important one. In fact, dialogue
plays the main role in creating incidents, actions, and situations. Dialogue develops the
plot, present the motif, introduces characters, and takes the action forward. Dialogue can
also have other roles such as, character development, scene setting, and plot
development. In this way, dialogue can help the narration of the story in a more artistic
and indirect way and therefore change the atmosphere of the story. Bahram Beyzaee is
one of those writers who have used dialogue in their plays with different aims and
functions. He has created plays which are linguistically and dialogically significant.
Through his creativity in the dialogues, he presents new roles and functions for this
theatrical element. Through presenting his dialogues this playwright has not only shown
his thoughts, ideas, and beliefs but also has created a new writing style that shows the
close connection between theatrical dialogues and the story. “Akbar the Hero Dies”,
“The eighth Journey of Sinbad”, “Four Crates”, “The Ceremony”, “Heritage”, “The
Death of Yazdgerd”, and “Ezhdahak” are among the famous works of this playwright.

Materials and methods

Many studies and books have analyzed and criticized different works of Beyzaee to this
day. However, no independent study has ever analyzed his dialogues and their functions
in his plays. Therefore, the present study is completely independent in its method.
Through using library resources and using a descriptive-analytical method this study
seeks to find a suitable answer to the question of “what are the roles and functions of
dialogues in the plays of Beyzaee?”
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Discussion

In a play language is divided into two main sections: a. description of actions and
scenes: this section is not presented to the audience directly. Rather it is observed in the
play or read from the text presented to them. b. dialogue: which is presented to the
audience the same way that is written by the playwright.

The basis of Beyzaee’s works is on the elements of Iranian plays and among them,
the language element has a different function. In his works, language functions not only
to help the form of the play but also as a tool of story development. In terms of textual
elements, language makes the motif and foundation of his works. He also represents the
cultural, political, and historical issues of Iran through language and linguistic markers.
In the works of Beyzaee, language is presented in the form of colloquial conversations
and in each period of time copies the features of that time. Beyzaee, who is well versed
in oriental and Iranian theater, extracts his intended ideas of oriental school of thought
from history and mythology.

The language of his dramatic works is creative and innovative. One of the functions
of this language is taking the audience to the intended historical time. In other words, he
conveys the feelings of his historical time through this special and creative language.
Then, we can say that the connecting link and the reason behind his coherent plays is
language; a language which is directly connected to the motif of his works. Language,
on the other hand, is closely connected to dialogue. The element of dialogue is the first
link between the play and the audience, and has an organic relation with the language.
This connection between language and dialogue is comprehensible through dialogic
functions. It is possibly the most important element in the works of a playwright. In his
works, Beyzaee uses dialogue in different ways in his plays. He uses language to
introduce characters and their features. These characters sometimes are shown in an
allegorical way and sometimes in a real way, but in any case, their stories are developed
through their conversations. These conversations between characters which are
sometimes short and sometimes long, is an element in the hands of playwrights which
are often followed by story related actions and reactions. On the other hand, this
language sometimes has artistic effects in the plays of Beyzaee to help the author in the
moving the story to a new stage by symbolic character development and surrealistic
typecasting. This new situation allows the audience to envision themselves in the
characters shoes through analyzing the symbolic values presented in the story.

Furthermore, language is the element that organizes the abovementioned features.
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Result

Dialogue in the plays of Beyzaee are very effective in character development and
meaning conveyance. This author was able to achieve realistic similarities in character
developments. Dramatic dialogues in the theatrical works of Beyzaee creates forms of
action and stable situations. And from these situations new dialogues emerges. Another
distinct feature of Beyzaee is symbolic typecasting of his characters through dialogues.
These dialogues reveal personality types of characters which are often symbolic. On the
other hand, Beyzaee provides artistic form and function for his language by presenting
his characters in different social situations. He creates a series of signs and allegories
through dialogues to connect us to the author’s mindset. This helps us take the pictures
in the mind of the author and bring them alive in our own minds.
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