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Abstract

Among the contemporary story writers, Moniro Ravanipour has talked about nature and
the direct and indirect relationship of its elements with human life, especially the female
sex. Therefore, nature is considered one of the foundations of this author's stories. On
the other hand, many feminist movements in the contemporary era emphasize the
destructive role of men in the ecosystem. Referring to the historical oppression of men
against women, these feminist movements emphasize that gender discrimination has not
only harmed the interests of women, but has also threatened nature with complete
destruction. In the present research, citing library sources, the method of qualitative data
analysis and the method of inductive reasoning of the collection of stories of the devil's
stones by Moniro Ravanipour are analyzed with the framework of the theory of eco-
feminism in mind. Finally, the role of women in arranging the nature and the
relationship with its manifestations should be revealed, and also, the destructive
function of men in this field should be discussed. In this research, among the
approaches of this theory, the basics of cultural/symbolic interaction have been

mentioned, which states that women and nature are conceptually, symbolically and
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culturally related. The results of the research show that the female characters in the
novel The Devil's Stones share the characteristics of fertility, childbirth and nutrition
with nature. Also, the symbolic view of these elements can be seen in the lower layers
of Moniro Ravanipour’s thoughts. In addition, things such as the vividness of the
elements of nature from the perspective of women, the tendency of women to magic, the
representation and creation of dualities of man/nature as well as woman/man, women's
special interpretations and readings of environmental changes, the effects of distance
The taking of man from nature has been reflected in the collection of Satan's Stones,

which in all cases is consistent with the principles of eco-feminism.

Keywords: Moniro Ravanipour, Devil's Stones, woman, eco-feminism, cultural and

symbolic interaction.

1. Introduction

In a large part of human history, women have always been known as the second sex,
and men have asserted their superiority over women by relying on soft or harsh
hegemony. This approach led to the growth and spread of the discourse of patriarchy,
and under the influence of this belief, women were relegated to positions and many of
their talents and abilities were ignored. It was the men who had determined the
frameworks for women's activism based on their desires and interests, and women

should also follow this approach.

1.1 Issuse

The flow of attention to nature and its elements can also be seen in the scope of
contemporary Persian fiction writing. Many story-writers have tried to create works
worthy of attention with regard to local nature and climate, and in it, they speak in
symbolic language or explicitly about the elements of nature to represent the implicit
and obvious opposition between the male and female worlds. Among most of the
feminist works of fiction, the most important theme is the difference between men and
women in terms of gender. In the field of Persian fiction writing, the works of Mouniro

Ravanipor are of special importance.

2. Theoretical framework
The theory of eco-feminism became popular after the Second World War and with the

rise of women's struggles to achieve basic rights in patriarchal societies. This theory can
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be considered as one of the branches of feminist movements. One of the preliminary
principles of the mentioned theory is that "women should understand that the way out of
the environmental crisis or its solution is not possible in a society where the pattern of
relationships is based on domination. Women should align the demands of women's
movements with the concerns of environmental currents and in this way, change the

foundations of socio-economic relations and the basic values of this society.

3. Discussion and data analysis

3.1 Common characteristics between elements of nature and women

One of the examples mentioned by the psychoanalyst Muniro Ravanipor in the story of
the Devil's Stones, which can be clearly seen in women and nature, is the issue of
fertility. The author describes a woman who is pregnant by a foreign man. This situation
is not accepted in social norms.

3.2 A symbolic look at the elements of nature

At the beginning of the story of the Devil's Stones, the author's description of the
elements of nature is such that the listener considers it as a symbol of destruction.
Insidious and cold winds are blowing and hit the woman's body like a whip. Also, desert
sands are spread in the air and hurt his face. This symbolic approach of the author
expresses the adverse events that the character of the story will experience upon
entering the village.

3.3 Enlivening the elements of nature from the perspective of women

The vibrancy of nature by the women in the stories of the Devil's Stones collection is
contrary to the domineering view of men. The narrator states that when the pregnant girl
is about to go to the village, a tornado moves to prevent her from going. In fact, the
village is symbolically the patriarchal society that is dominated by men. The woman in
the story, who is pregnant by a foreign man, will be suppressed by being in this new
place. Therefore, intelligent nature tries to free the young woman from this abyss. The
author has represented the connection between women and nature with a metaphorical

and symbolic expression.

3.4 Representing and creating dualities of man/nature and woman/man
In the story of the dead blue chicken, the character of the man, enemy and destroyer of
birds is described. Regardless of the size of the female character, she is described as a

supporter of birds and takes care of the concerns of these creatures and tries to solve
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their problems. The man in this story has a mean and harsh view of the birds. He is
engaged in hunting and killing them just to earn money and has no peaceful approach.
This story shows well the behavioral and intellectual contrast of women and men to

nature.

3.5 The effects of distancing from nature

In the story, we only fear the future, distance from nature leads to death or misfortune.
At the surface level, the author has stated that the distance of seagulls from their habitat,
i.e. the sea, has led to their disorientation and displacement. In nature, nothing but
destruction and chaos will appear.

4. Conclusion

In this research, the collection of stories of the Devil's Stones by Muniro Ravanipor,
with an approach to cultural/symbolic interaction and based on the principles of eco-
feminism theory, has been investigated and analyzed. The results of the research show
that the common features between the elements of nature and women can be seen in this
work. Among these similarities, we can mention fertility, blessing, sustenance,
nutrition, and birth. These similarities show that the author has a favorable view of the
female gender and considers its existence necessary for existence. The author has

described these similarities symbolically and metaphorically.
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