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Abstract

The institution of the family and the methods of representing it in literary works,
including fiction, have been considered in every era. Sometimes authors are attracted to
writing family-centered stories relying on their knowledge of the family situation in
their era. One of the issues of interest in sociology studies regarding this institution is
the issue of power. Identifying the methods of distribution of power in the family shows
many social changes that have occurred over time. In this research, based on
sociological studies in the field of family, as well as the opinions of different thinkers in
the field of power, the structure of power distribution and the methods of its application,
the type of resistance to power and the sources of power generation in family
relationships in 87 contemporary short stories by seven contemporary Persian authors in
the decades 1960s to 2010s were examined; with the aim of clarifying whether in these
stories, the power structure in the family is one-sided and asymmetrical, or based on the
model of equal rights. It should also be clarified whether the authors were able to draw a
picture of the current state of the family institution in Iran despite the existing

restrictions and prohibitions. The results show that in these stories, the family structure
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is semi-symmetrical, non-linear and a combination of intimacy and dominance in line
with the balance of tradition and modernity. The methods of exercising power are
expressed in two ways: persuasion and coercion; but the type of resistance is more
passive due to the adherence of members, especially women, to traditions and customs .
From among power-generating sources in family relationships In contemporary short-
stories, traditional beliefs and social status are given priority and next to them, we have
the following issues: emotional dependency; men’s job dignity; women’s employment;

education; men’s powerlessness, and women’s self-esteem and superstitious ideas.

Keywords: Contemporary Literature, Family, Power in Family, Short Story.

Introduction

One of the most significant issues reproduced in literary works such as folktales, myths,
stories, and novels is the relationship among individuals, particularly the relations
among the members of the family, as the primary social institution. According to
Gurvitch, the family is a phenomenon constantly undergoing transformation,
characterized by processes of "construction," "deconstruction," and "reconstruction"
(Cheal, 1981: 1). Therefore, studying the transformations of the family can effectively
illustrate this perpetual renewal and pose the question of whether these transformations
lead towards the construction or destruction of the institution of the family in human
societies. Consequently, one way to understand the current conditions of families and
the fundamental changes in the structure and relationships among members is to
interpret and analyze literary works as a vivid reflection of society. In this regard, due to
its inherent capacity, the short story can be suitable. In this research, the nature of
power, its distribution within the family institution, and its representation in
contemporary short stories were examined with the aim of elucidating how power
structures in families are determined by decision-making patterns. Moreover, the

sources that generate power in familial relations were investigated.

Methodology

In this research, the widely employed technique of content analysis was used. Eight
prominent Persian writers, all recipients of various literary awards and authors of more
than one collection of short stories, were selected for investigation. In the selection
process of their short story collections, two criteria were considered: firstly, the
relevance of the content of the stories to the theme of family, and secondly, the
publication date of the collections within the six decades from the 1960s to 2010s.
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Accordingly, in this study, 26 collections of short stories, comprising a total of 302
short stories, were scrutinized. Among these, 87 stories that predominantly emphasized

familial relations were singled out for further examination.

Discussion

In this research, the decision-making pattern served as the basis for assessing power
distribution in familial relationships within 18 contemporary Persian short stories.
Given that the locus of power in familial relationships, as depicted in contemporary
short stories, predominantly relies on coercion and compulsion, resulting in a
prevalence of authoritarian relationships, the nature of power in familial relationships
was categorized into three types: coercive power in authoritarian relationships,
relational power in intimate relationships, and legitimate power. It is noteworthy that in
relationships characterized by coercion, the subordinate individuals resist power in two
active or passive ways. In these stories, resistance by members against authority takes
forms such as mutual indifference, punishment, humiliation, threats, and coercion, as
well as through verbal behaviors. Sociologists argue that there are resources in family
interactions that can empower members. They focus on three sources of income,
employment, and education in producing power in families based on the theories of
resource and exchange. In this study, all three aforementioned sources, along with other
tangible and intangible resources such as gender beliefs, emotional dependency,
superstitions, merit and competence, class differences, and beauty, were examined.

Conclusion

In this research, an endeavor is made to address the representation of power within the
institution of the family, regarded as one of the most significant social institutions, in
the collections of contemporary Persian short stories authored by eight Persian writers,
considering the mutual and inextricable influence of literature and society. In the
examined stories, the structure and nature of power in familial relationships manifest in
authoritarian, intimate, and legitimate forms. Another focal point of the study pertains to
the modes of power enforcement. A notable aspect in this regard is the absence of
hegemony (negotiation) in familial relationships, hence it is natural for power to be
predominantly enforced through coercion. Regarding the sources of power generation, it
must be added that three sources, namely gender beliefs, socio-economic status, and
ideological influences, are considered the most influential in producing power in
familial relationships, underscoring the significance of all three factors in the Iranian

familial perspective. According to sociologists, the direct correlation between the
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spouses' power levels in familial relationships with gender ideologies, as well as the
society's transition from patriarchy to mild patriarchy to transitional equality to
complete equality, suggests that the presumed relationship within the Iranian society is
mirrored in this study's findings. Moreover, the power structure within families, akin to
the broader societal structure in Iran, is undergoing a transition from tradition to
modernity. Consequently, contemporary Persian short stories depict power in families
neither as entirely patriarchal and centralized, nor completely egalitarian and

democratic.
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