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Abstract

The main issue of the upcoming article is the analysis of the reflection of Marxist Left
Ideology in the stories of Mahmoud Etemadzadeh. We studied and analyzed all of his
fictional works from the first collection of stories titled “Scattered” to Kaveh’s play.
The authors of the article intend to show how Behazin, as a writer who was once a
member of the Tudeh party, takes a position against the government’s discourse by
writing realistic stories and tries to reflect his accepted Ideology. In addition, this
historical review will show the author’s transition from the beginning of his
membership in the party to their defect in the mirror of his works. Laclau and mouffe’s
discourse analysis method is used to analyze the discourse of mentioned stories, with an
emphasis on the central and floating signifiers in each story. This research concluded
that Behazin, as a writer committed to party and generally leftist ideals, tries to reflect
the left Ideology and hegemony against the discourse of western imperialism. But his
weaknesses in characterization, choosing a tone inconsistent with the character’s
culture, and imposing his personal words and opinions on the characters in order to
convey his voice to the readers, have caused the story to become far from its main
function and become a propaganda tool for the author and lose its power to influence

the reader.
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1. Introduction

The Tudeh party was able to attract different groups of people after it was formed. Poets
and writers were among those who joined this party and tried to promote Tudeh’s
ideology by creating literary works. Behazin was one of the story writers who tried to
reflect his teachings from the Tudeh party in his stories.

Tudeh’s discourse, emphasizing the unity of workers, artisans and intellectuals, calls
them to a revolutionary struggle against imperialism and foreign interference in affairs
of the country and colonialism. In fact, the Leftist challenged the structure of the
Pahlavi government with this discursive confrontation.

2. Materials & Methods

Discourse analysis methods have different approaches. The roots of these different can
be found in two approaches: the first is constructivist and role-oriented linguistics,
which focuses entirely on language; and the second attitude is based on the post-
structuralism view of language and its emphasis is that meaning are formed based on
cultural and social conditions and it is the discourse that determines how language is
used.

Laclau and Mouffe’s theory of discourse fits into the second approach. They believe
that everything should become a discourse to be meaningful. The most important
components of discourse theory are: Articulation: different elements have a new
meaning and identity when they are placed in a new discourse field. Laclau and Mouffe
use the concept of articulation to communicate between these elements in the form of a
discourse. Central signifier and floating signifier: in a discourse, articulated concepts are
formed around a main concept, which is interpreted as a central signifier. The central
signifier is the central and prominent point in the discourse around which floating
signifiers gain meaning. The central signifier is clearly established within the discourse
of its meaning, and on the contrary, the floating signifier assumes various meanings and

each discourse tries to give its own meaning and signification.

3. Discussion

After studying all the stories of the period in question (stories: Parakandeh, Besouy-e
Mardom, Nagsh-¢ Parand, Mohreye Mar, shahr-e Khoda and Dokhtar-e Ra’yat and
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Kaveh), finally, stories were selected in which has reflected his ideology in a realistic
style. The reason for emphasizing the stories written before the 1979 revolution is that
the author wrote against the government and its accepted discourse when the Pahlavi

government was in power, not before or after it.

4. Result

1) In the story of Ali Gabi, the narrator talks to a character named Ali Gabi who are
intellectually opposed to each other: he is a supporter of the Pahlavi discourse and the
narrator is against it. In the second story, the narrator is the main character who is
aligned with GhanbarAli and he only listens to the real story of GhanbarAli who
participated in popular protests.

2) In “Gold Mine”, the daughter of Ra’yat and Kaveh, the choice of the all-knowing
narrator gives Behazin mastery over the characters and their tone. This dominance
makes the author refrain from creating a dynamic character. With the tone he choose for
the people of both the Left discourse and the government; in addition to arousing the
reader’s empathy, he displays his Leftist intellectual orientation.

3) Regardless of story-writing technique, in most of his stories, the author has tried
to express his Leftist and mass worldview and promote it as a pure and holy opinion. In
none of his stories does he reach the stage of showing a solution or a serious class
struggle. On the one hand, this means that Behazin reflects in his stories in the same
way that he has learned Marxist ideology. In fact, this reception was not very deep and
did not pass the level of advertising and propaganda.

4) According to some critics, Behazin’s bipolar approach to all matters is a
weakness that has Left a bad impression on his story writing. The Marxist Left
discourse is in the positive pole, so users of this discourse are good and positive and
right, and outside of this discourse are bad, negative and invalid; there is no middle
ground. The characters are also stuck in these two poles and they have fixed
characteristics that act the same in different situations, because the author, thinks,
speaks, decides and acts instead of the characters in a Left- wing ideological framework.
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