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Abstract 

Throughout the history of Persian poetry, we occasionally encounter viewpoints 

that, through their contradictions or interactions, open new paths for researchers. 

The perspectives regarding Bahar's poems—each reflecting various aspects of his 

personality and literary status—constitute one such area that necessitates 

comprehensive analysis. Generally, critics can be categorized into three groups: one 

that entirely rejects Bahar and his poetry, another that accepts his work from their 

own era under certain conditions, and a third that regards him as a pioneer of a new 

style in Persian poetry. This study articulates the main themes of Bahar's poetry in 

five categories: lyrical, didactic, epic, critical, and narrative, while also mentioning 

relevant subgroups. The critics' views were first categorized into two domains: 

formalism and contentism, with subsequent subgroups created for each category. 

Additionally, the critics' approaches were divided into three classifications: extreme, 

moderate, and mild. The research findings indicate that Bahar's poetry emerged from 

the interplay of his personality, political context, literary mentality, and social 

environment. This research employed a quantitative-qualitative analysis method, 

supported by charts and tables. The aim of this study is to achieve a comprehensive 

understanding of the position of Bahar's poetry within Persian literature. 
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Introduction 

Malik al-Shu'ara Bahar is one of the poets who has traversed various paths and has 

excelled in each in distinct ways. Articulating an opinion about such a figure is no 

easy task. Reaching a singular conclusion regarding a facet of his significant 

contributions—specifically his poetry and poetic style—requires meticulous study 

and the aggregation of all relevant viewpoints. Considering Bahar's life history, it is 

evident that he was one of the trendsetters of his era and, in turn, a creator of his 

own style, particularly in poetry. Existing studies indicate that numerous works have 

been produced about Bahar; however, these works are often scattered and lack 

coherence or analytical depth. The aim of this study is to compile the most 

significant perspectives presented thus far regarding Bahar's poems and to analyze 

them in a summarized and tabulated format. This article examines the views of 35 

critics concerning Bahar's poetry. These critics represent a sample selected to reflect 

diverse approaches and have been chosen from various periods to assess the 

evolution and transformation of attitudes toward Bahar's poetry over time. Their 

analyses address different aspects of Bahar's work, and the validity and importance 

of their contributions in this field are undeniable. The authors' goal is to arrive at a 

unified conclusion by analyzing these perspectives and comparing them with the 

poet's original intent. 

 

Materials and Methods 

The methodology employed in this research is both quantitative and qualitative. Thus, 

using an analytical approach, all critical views on Bahar's poetry will be examined and 

classified. Information was gathered through library research, utilizing record-taking 

and reading (documentary-library) as primary tools for data collection. 
 

Discussion and Results 

Bahar's poems are categorized into five sections based on subject matter. The 

diversity of themes within his poetry and the poet's breadth in composing various 

types of poetry have led to its classification into five literary genres: 1) lyrical 2) 

didactic 3) critical 4) narrative 5) epic. The majority of themes in Bahar's poems fall 

within the realm of lyrical literature, while the least are found in epic literature. 
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Considering that Bahar lived during the Constitutional Era, he made significant 

contributions to composing political, social, and patriotic poems due to the demands 

of his time and social environment. His lyrical poems, which often incorporate 

political and social themes and concepts, comprise the largest portion of his work. 

Bahar has not made any significant contributions in the realm of epics and epic 

poetry; that is, his poems are not entirely epic or broad in scope. His didactic poems 

are framed within the context of moral and advisory themes, as well as educational 

topics related to sciences and arts. His critical poems also include political, social, 

and religious criticisms, which he expresses in an open and reckless manner. Bahar's 

narrative poetry also includes historical narratives, moods, and short stories, the 

abundance of which, according to critics, precedes his epic poems. 

Critics' views on Bahar's poems can be divided into two general areas: form-

oriented and content-oriented. Formalist critics, focusing on the form and 

appearance of Bahar's poetry, have analyzed aspects such as the musicality of the 

poem, the use of literary devices, the choice of vocabulary, and all elements that 

affect the aesthetics and logical structure of his poetry. In contrast, content-oriented 

critics have evaluated Bahar's poetry based on the motifs that shape it. The analysis 

of form-oriented components indicates that Bahar has utilized all available resources 

in the verbal arrangement of his poems. A general analysis reveals that the number 

of content-oriented components (19 items) surpasses the form-oriented components 

(14 items), which may be attributed to the multiplicity of themes in Bahar's poems 

and the tendency of critics to focus on their content. Therefore, Bahar's poetry 

cannot be deemed less important in terms of form and appearance; neither can one 

aspect be preferred over the other. What emerges from this discussion is the 

harmony and consistency of form and content in Bahar's poems. 

From another perspective, the approaches and views of contemporaries regarding 

Bahar's poems can be categorized into three groups: extreme critics (critical), 

moderate critics, and lenient critics.  

1. Extreme or critical critics have examined both positive and negative aspects of 

Bahar's poems and have harshly criticized the analyses presented by Bahar 

himself (a total of 8 critics). The opinions and perceptions of all critics in this 

group are interconnected and can be summarized in one sentence: Bahar's 

style of oratory is considered old-fashioned. While Bahar was a reformist poet 

who expressed his ideas in the form of an ode, he should not be regarded as an 

opponent of literary developments. Additionally, it should be noted that these 
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critics did not take into account Bahar's era and socio-political context in their 

opposition and critical perspectives. 

2. Moderate critics have adopted balanced views and have sought to emphasize 

the principles of Bahar's style while simultaneously offering constructive 

criticism (a total of 11 critics). In this moderate group, scholars such as 

Zarrinkoob, Farshidvard, and Hakemi have acknowledged Bahar's traditional 

mindset and language. However, as Zarrinkoob notes, he is not among the 

“leaders of literary renewal.” From this perspective, Zarqani’s moderate 

approach is quite accurate, considering Bahar a moderate poet who, while 

adhering to the Khorasani style, initiates poetry's cautious entry into a new 

realm by innovating within the bounds of moderation in his works.  

3. Neglectful or praiseworthy critics have praised Bahar and his poems in various 

contexts, celebrating this poetic style (a total of 16 critics). However, some 

moderate and praiseworthy critics have exaggerated their praise for Bahar and 

his personality by infusing emotion and sentiment into their judgments. Such 

an approach does not align with rigorous literary and scientific criticism, 

which labels these judgments as overly emotional or enthusiastic.  

The greater number of moderate critics compared to the other two groups 

indicates that Bahar's poetry and its themes remain vibrant and appreciated; it also 

suggests that the influence of moderate and praiseworthy critics outweighs that of 

extremist critics. 
 

Conclusion 

The findings of the present study regarding Bahar's poetry are based on an analysis 

of selected critical perspectives and align with the overarching principles of Bahar's 

literary style and personality. Initially, Bahar's poetry was examined through the lens 

of critics, focusing on the themes most prevalent in his lyrical works. Additionally, 

the highest frequencies were found in his critical, didactic, narrative, and epic 

poems, all of which resonate with the poet's mindset and objectives. This 

observation underscores the depth of Bahar's literary contributions and the 

dynamism evident in his creations. He effectively conveyed his messages to future 

generations using rich and poetic language, leaving a profound impact on Iranian 

literature and literary thought. Furthermore, Bahar's poems were analyzed in terms 

of form and content, revealing him as a comprehensive poet of his time. The content 
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of his works reflects his mastery and awareness of contemporary events, which he 

presented with analytical precision. This stature is attributed not only to Malek al-

Shu'ara's poetry but also to his ability to shape the contemporary poetic style. An 

examination of the three categories of Bahar's critics—praise-makers, moderates, 

and detractors—demonstrates that he has been subject to both positive and negative 

criticism due to his diverse intellectual roots and unique poetic expression. The 

value of these critiques lies in their interconnectedness; each perspective 

complements the others and collectively highlights Bahar's significance as a 

preeminent poet. 
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