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Abstract

Beyond its political and social consequences, the Constitutional Era marked a
decisive turning point in the simplification of Persian prose. The press of the
period—particularly Sur-e Esrafil and its satirical column Charand Parand—played
a central role in this transformation.This article examines the function of what may
be termed grammatically incongruous combinations in Dehkhoda’s writings in
Charand Parand. These satirical pieces display extensive linguistic innovation;
among their most striking features is the deliberate use of morphosyntactically or
semantically deviant constructions. Although these combinations violate the norms
of standard Persian, Dehkhoda employs them purposefully to sharpen the text’s
humor, irony, and social critique. By presenting and analyzing examples of such
deviations, this study demonstrates how these forms, often rooted in colloquial
speech, become effective instruments for political and social satire. Through
disrupting conventional linguistic logic, they create surprise, provoke laughter, and
invite reflection. The article further argues that Dehkhoda’s inventive use of these

combinations contributed to the broader movement toward simpler and more

« Professor of the Department of Persian Language and Literature, Faculty of Literature and Humanities,
University of Qom, Qom, Iran (Corresponding Author), m.mehravaran@gqom.ac.ir

« PhD in Persian language and literature, Faculty of Literature and Humanities, University of Qom, Qom,
Iran, mh_ravanbakhsh@yahoo.com

Date received: 29/04/2025, Date of acceptance: 06/10/2025



Abstract 202

speech-like prose, thus playing a transformative role in the development of modern

Persian writing.

Keywords: Dehkhoda, Charand Parand, grammatically incongruous combinations,

satirical language, norm deviation, syntactic structure.

Introduction

The early stage of the transformation of Persian prose before the modern era can be
traced back to the reign of Nasser al-Din Shah Qajar. The appearance of shorter
sentences and the adoption of everyday vernacular laid the groundwork for
simplified prose during the late Qajar period and the Constitutional Movement.The
role of newspapers, especially their tendency towards simplistic writing, is very
significant in this regard. One of the most influential sections of that newspaper was
the "Cherand Parand" column. During the Constitutional Era, Ali Akbar Dehkhoda,
with his sharp vision and creative language, used this tool to criticize the political,
religious, and social structures of his time. One of the prominent features of
Dehkhoda's satire is the use of grammatical and semantic incongruities that make the

reader laugh and think.

Materials & Method

The research method in this article is qualitative, and by providing evidence and
examples of grammatically incorrect combinations, their function and importance in
creating humor and in the prevalence of simple writing have been examined and
analyzed. The reasons and context for using these combinations have also
been analyzed.

Grammatically Incongruous Constructions

A grammatically incongruous construction is a linguistic structure in which the
combination of words and sentences is morphologically, syntactically, or
semantically incompatible with the rules of the standard language.

Grammatically incorrect combinations are considered unacceptable or unnatural
combinations because they may be contrary to the morphological rules of construction,
or the syntactic relationship of the parts of the combination may be inconsistent with
grammatical rules, or the presence of words and combinations in the construction of
the sentence may be semantically contrary to the rules of collocation.
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Discussion & Result

Some incongruous constructions in Charand Parand:

One of Dehkhoda's most notable stylistic techniques is the deliberate use of
grammatically incongruous combinations. The first time Dehkhoda used such
combinations in Charand Parand was in the second issue of Sur-e-Srafil, in a text
published under the name "Kharmages", in which the era of ancient Iran and the
time of the historical wars between Iran and Greece are described, and under this
pretext, the situation in Iran during the Qajar era is alluded to:

In that text, the combinations "Molus-ul-Mulk", "Chomaq-ul-Shari'ah", "Park-ul-
Shari'ah", "Kaleske-ul-Islam", "Mez-u-Sandali-ul-Mazhab" and "Asab-ul-Rus-il-
Din" are some of incongruous combinations."Mujahideen fi sabil al-chopug," "saheb
al-qilij" (owner of the sword), and "malk al-tofang" are other examples of these
combinations in the Charand Parand language.Most of these constructions parody
Qajar era aristocratic titles. Understanding these historical patterns clarifies both
their structure and their satirical function.

Contradictory and semantically incongruous adjectives:

"Now I address to all my zealous opium-addict Muslim brothers... My zealous
opium-addict Muslim brothers! Of course, you know that man is a small universe
and bears a complete resemblance to the great universe..." (Dehkhoda, 2001: 21).
Here two adjectives that would never naturally appear together,"zealous" and
"opium-addict" form a humorous yet biting contrast.

Humorous similes and absurd comparisons:

"So, see how, with the right strategy, any habit can be broken. Now, a hospital
that was used to eleven people broke the habit without falling ill. Why? Because it,
too, is also part of the larger universe, and like humans, who are part of the smaller
universe, it can be made to breaks its habits" (Dehkhoda, 2001: 22).Dehkhoda, using
very simple and colloquial language, transforms a complex process into a funny
(comic) and humorous allegory. Comparing the hospital to a human being (the small
and large universe) in the form of colloquial language creates a sarcastic atmosphere
that also has a critical aspect: the pathological system of society, with its own "in its
own opinion correct' strategy, breaks habits, even if they are illogical.

Conflict of values and satirical critique:

In the sentence: “I would never say that the noblest of creatures could fall below

animals and plants; I would never say that donkeys and cows should have chiefs and

elders, that beets and carrots should have leaders and representatives, while we, the
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noblest of creatures, should be muzzled and subdued” (ibid.: 137), Dehkhoda uses
ironic negation (which is actually an affirmation) to compare a corrupt and
oppressive social system with the world of animals and plants. This contrast, despite
its appearance, is very stinging: that is, the status of humans in authoritarian systems
is even lower than that of donkeys and beets.

Conclusion

The findings show that Dehkhoda was not the inventor of such incongruous
constructions; similar forms already existed in colloquial Persian. His contribution
lies in introducing them into literary prose and formalizing their use in written satire.
The prevalence of these constructions in Charand Parand demonstrates Dehkhoda's
significant role in normalizing linguistic deviation in modern Persian writing. These
constructions not only produce humor but also serve as conceptual tools that
challenge norms, reveal social contradictions, and prompt critical reflection.
Dehkhoda's humor is far from superficial. Through semantic contrasts, contradictory
descriptors, caricature-like portrayals, and inventive analogies, he transforms

language into a powerful instrument for social criticism and public awareness.
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