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Abstract

Musicality is one of the key elements that distinguishes poetic language, comprising
both external and internal dimensions. The external aspect—namely prosodic meter,
rhyme, and radif—underwent considerable transformation in contemporary poetry
with the emergence of ghazal poets such as Simin Behbahani and Hossein Monzavi.
These changes have continued to the present day and, after various fluctuations,
have reached a relative stability in the final years of the fourteenth solar century.
Examining the musical features of ghazals produced in the1990s —particularly by
lesser known poets—yields noteworthy insights and constitutes the primary aim of
this research. To this end, a library based research method has been employed, and
the musical structure of the ghazals has been analyzed. The study examines prosodic
meters and their frequency, the use of rhyme, internal rhyme, radif and its variants,
the use of innovative and challenging radifs, deviations from meter, rthyme, and
radif, as well as the strengths and weaknesses in the musical dimension of the
ghazals of this period. The findings indicate that despite the poets’ experimentation
with innovative meters, traditional and classical meters continue to enjoy greater
popularity than newly invented ones. Meters that lack flexibility or musical

smoothness have gradually disappeared from the domain of Persian ghazal during
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these years, while among innovative meters, only those that introduce minor

variations into classical structures have remained sustainable.

Keywords: Ghazal, 1990s, Musicality, Meter, Lesser Known Poets.

Introduction

Musicality is one of the elements that distinguishes poetic language. Various
definitions of meter and musical structure have been proposed in Persian literature.
According to one such definition: “Meter is a type of proportion. Proportion is a
quality that results from perceiving a unity among multiple components. If this
proportion occurs in space, it is called symmetry; if it occurs in time, it is called
meter.” (Khanlari, 1361: 24). The music or tonal texture of a poem is the outcome of
the combination of external musicality (prosodic meter, radif, and rhyme), internal
musicality (symmetry and harmony of words and sounds), and semantic musicality.
In this study, “meter” refers exclusively to external musicality. The invention of new
meters had gradually begun during the Qajar era and continued through poets such
as Simin Behbahani and Hossein Monzavi. Research Question:This study seeks to
answer: What is the diversity, quality, and frequency of poetic meters, and what is
the method of employing radif and rhyme, in the ghazals of the lesser-known poets
of thel990s? Have these poets shown a tendency toward innovative meters or
classical ones?Background of the Research: While classical and contemporary ghazal
have been studied from various perspectives, no research has specifically examined
the musicality of ghazals composed between 1390 and 1400 SH by lesser-known
poets. This study contributes to understanding poetic trends and intellectual

tendencies (traditionalist vs. modernist) in the1990s.

Materials&Methods

The data for this study have been gathered through library research. After a precise
reading of the ghazal collections of lesser-known poets in the late years of the
fourteenth solar century, the poems were analyzed from the perspective of
musicality. The titles of the analyzed poetry collections and the names of the poets
appear in the References section.

Discussion&Result

The analysis of the musical structure in the ghazals of lesser-known poets during the

1390s (SH) reveals a nuanced interaction between innovation and tradition. While
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these poets followed the path of metrical experimentation established by pioneers
like Simin Behbahani, the data indicates a significant preference for traditional and
classical meters. This suggests that after a period of intense metrical exploration in
contemporary Persian poetry, the ghazal has moved toward a state of formal
"moderation." Key findings include: —

Metrical Selection:Poets have increasingly marginalized meters that lack
rhythmic fluidity. Innovative meters that remain popular are primarily those derived
from classical patterns or minor modifications of traditional repetitions, prioritizing
musical  "smoothness" over radical structural change. — Compensatory
Techniques:The frequent use of internal rhyme (Qafiye-ye Miyani) emerged as a
strategic device to compensate for the potential loss of musicality, particularly in
longer meters. — Modern Vocabulary and Prosodic Integrity:While technical
mastery remains high, the integration of modern and foreign terminology
(e.g.,Tolstoy, Schizophrenia, Hitler¥) has occasionally led to "metrical hitches"
(Sakte-ye Vazni). This indicates a shift where, in certain postmodern trends,
semantic novelty is sometimes prioritized over aesthetic harmony.-*Norm-Breaking:
Deviations from traditional meter, rhyme, and radif are utilized as tools for
innovation. When aligned with the poem's meaning, these departures enhance the
work; however, excessive use in some cases has led to a total departure from the
formal definition of the ghazal.

Conclusion

The study of the musicality of ghazals by little known poets of the 2010sshows that
while they experimented withconstructed meters, traditional and classical meters were
favored by a considerable margin. In effect, the tradition established by Simin
Behbahani was gradually moderated as the initial excitement surrounding metrical
experimentation subsided. Any newly constructed meter that appears in this period has
a very limited frequency and is used mainly for stylistic playfulness rather than as a
structural norm. The prevalence of internal rthyme in the ghazals of this decade can
also be interpreted as a compensatory device for the relative loss of musicality—
particularly in long meters. Poets of this period generally demonstrate a high level of
mastery over meter and rhyme, yet departures from these norms serve as both a form

of innovation and, in extreme cases, a challenge to the formal boundaries of the genre.
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