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Abstract 

All artists, including creative poets, before expressing meaning; They provide the 

audience with the context for the embodiment and sense of meaning and place them 

in a space where they imagine that the meaning is the same. In order to instill his 

mental concepts in the audience and deepen and embody the desired concept in their 

mind, Nima Yushij has used elements and mechanisms such as image, spatialization, 

allegorical narration, emotion, color, phonetic harmony, syntactic deviation, 

ambiguity, symbol, etc. and has been able to leave a unified impact on the reader 

and influence his perspective on political and social situations. Also, by using the 

element of emotion, Nima has connected all poetic elements in a network and 

directed the feelings and emotions of his poetic audience towards his intended 

feeling and emotion. 

In this study, relying on the descriptive-analytical method and based on library-

documentary studies in examining 42 outstanding poems by Nima, the author came 

to the conclusion that in most of these poems, Nima used elements and mechanisms 

of meaning induction such as "color, spatialization and image creation, emotion, 

phonetic harmony, and syntactic deviation" simultaneously, but in 27 poems, in 

addition to the aforementioned elements, he also used "symbol and ambiguity" and 

in 24 poems, the mechanism of "allegorical narrative" to induce meanings. With 

these mechanisms of meaning induction, he was able to give new semantic load to 

words, terms, indigenous and local names, and even colors, and creatively expand 
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their connotation and conceptual scope. Instead of directly describing his emotions 

and ideal world, Nima presents an image of them before the audience's eyes, 

unintentionally involving them in a space of his creative thoughts, so that they look 

at the world and phenomena from a different perspective, abandon their habitual and 

imitative mentality, and welcome different and new thinking. He does this so that 

after centuries, Iranian people turn away from the sky, look at the earth and the 

earthlings, experience man and his pains from a different perspective, and examine 

and contemplate the political and social situation of the country from a different 

perspective. 

Keywords: Contemporary poetry, Nima Oshij, Elements of meaning 

induction, Rhetoric. 
 

Introduction 

The elements and mechanisms of inducing meanings in Nima's poetry have a deep 

connection with his subjectivity and systemic and structural approach to phenomena 

and societies. He sees all the superstructural and deep-structural elements of the text 

in connection with each other, and he considers all of them, from the melody of 

letters to space, image, emotion, etc., to be important in the process of forming 

meaning and has a structural view of them. As "Northrop Frye" believes: 

"Understanding the true meaning of poetry does not mean understanding its whole. 

If we want to reach a precise and coherent understanding of a poem, we must first 

place our minds and senses completely at the disposal of the integrated effect of all 

its elements and, considering all the elements of the work, reach an understanding of 

the unity of its structure (Northrop Frye, 1377: p. 98) 

Nima also believed: "The individual finds his meaning within the collective and 

sees himself as a part in a world of chaos and corruption, and considers the whole to 

be the result of the sum of the parts." (Hamidian, 2004: 299) And because of this 

mentality and systematic thinking and creative use of elements and mechanisms of 

meaning induction, he was able to “change the axis of meaning of Persian poetry 

and put man and his pain and suffering in the contemporary era at the center of 

attention, and to present “man as the point of departure of the mind and the seat of 

thought and feeling in his poetry” (Dargahi, 2009: 60). 

Nima's humanistic attitude and human feelings towards human problems and 

sufferings caused the element of emotion in his poetry to dominate over other 

elements of meaning induction, guiding them all in an interwoven and coherent 



381  Abstract 

 

network and creating balance and equilibrium between them, and teaching the 

audience in a language without words that the world and the worlds should be 

interpreted in a structural and systemic perspective, and the dynamism and life of 

such a system is possible in the shadow of a sense of humanity, love and human 

emotions. This is why Dr. Shafi'i Kadkani also writes: "Human emotions and 

manifestations of human life dominate other elements of Nima's poetry, and his 

poetry is a complete, living and dynamic poem" (Shafi'i Kadkani, 2004: 99). The 

elements and mechanisms of meaning induction used in Nima's poetry, such as "de-

familiarization, non-normativity, music, imaginary images, space-making, symbols, 

etc." In addition to highlighting and strengthening the poetic language, Nima causes 

the audience to reflect and look deeply into the poetic world and Nima's mind and 

thought, and creates such an atmosphere in Nima's poetry that makes the audience 

receive a sense of meaning, and in other words, instead of communicating and 

expressing the meaning, it induces the meaning to the audience. This is why 

Schopenhauer says: "All arts, especially literature, tend to reach the exaltation of 

music, that is, to reach a place where, before expressing the meaning, they induce a 

sense of it to the audience through the unity and phonetic structure and parallelism 

of sounds, in other words, the formal music of words, and create such a feeling in 

him that he imagines that the meaning is the same. In the process of induction 

theory, without any meaning being imposed on the audience's thought, the audience 

itself achieves the perception of meaning, and it is he who, by traveling to the 

imaginary space of the text, participates in creating the meaning of the text and, 

from the inductive elements and hints of the text, achieves an understanding of the 

intention of the text." "(Attari 2003:263-265) 

The matter of induction is generally related to literary and artistic works in which 

the audience is faced with a degree of artistic ambiguity and is a process in which, 

through the association of meanings, one thought leads to another. As Nimayoshij, 

among these artists, tried in his poems to increase their induction power in 

transmitting their mental concepts through the rhythm of words and various musical 

effects (especially internal music) and other induction elements and arrangements 

(such as color, image, space-making, norm-deviation, etc.) and to connect a chain of 

thoughts in the hidden layers of his poetic texts so that any audience can approach 

the meaning and main purpose of the text by discovering the internal connections 

between the phonetic and semantic aspects (form and content). 
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Materials and methods 

The research method is descriptive-analytical and library-based. 

 

Discussion and results 

Research Background: A relatively large amount of material has been written about 

Nima and her works, including books, articles, and student theses. However, Nima 

studies literature began with the valuable research of Akhavan Sales. After them, 

critics such as Reza Baraheni, Mohammad Hoqoqi, Shafii Kadkani, and a number of 

Persian literature researchers made valuable efforts in the field of Nima studies. 

People such as Kaykhai Farzaneh in the article "Love and Hope in the Poetry of 

Some Contemporary Iranian Poets", Mehdi Sharifian and Azam Soleimani in the 

article "The Romantic Motives of Nima's Poetry", and Mehdi Dehrami and 

Mohammad Reza Omranpour in the article "Criticism and Study of Emotion in 

Nima Youshij's Poetry" have written about the element of emotion. Mehdi 

Eissazadeh and Mohammad Amir Obeidinia in the article "Analysis of the Nature 

and Function of Nima Youshij's Poetic Images" have also pointed out another 

important element of inducing meanings (imagery). In addition to these, in the field 

of literature Nima studies should not overlook the two valuable works of Dr. 

Pournamdarban and Dr. Saeed Hamidian, and these two works are among the most 

fundamental scientific works ever recorded in the field of Nima studies. Dr. 

Pournamdarian's work (My House is Cloudy) is important in that the author has tried 

to examine the intellectual and theoretical foundations of Nima's poetry in the field 

of form and meaning in comparison with classical poetry, and has explained its 

advantages and disadvantages, and has demonstrated the method of reading, 

understanding, and interpreting Nima's poetry through the interpretation of examples 

of Nima's most perfect poems. In addition, Dr. Pournamdarian in his book "My 

House is Cloudy" has referred to the issue of language in Nima's poetry, linguistic 

appropriations, and poetic syntactic deviations, and in some places, as required by 

the discussion, has referred to the elements of ambiguity, symbolism, and the causes 

and means of linguistic deviations. Dr. Hamidian's work (The Story of 

Metamorphosis, the Process of Transformations in Nima's Poetry) is also important 

in the field of Nima's studies because Dr. Hamidian has tried to deal with the 

systematic and continuous course of Nima's poetry in this valuable book, and has 

criticized and analyzed its To present to the readers with a mixture of personal taste, 

aesthetic approach and hermeneutics and to try to point out among his analyses, 
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according to the necessity of the subject and discussion, some of the elements of 

meaning induction such as symbols, music, images, space-making, non-normativity, 

etc. In general, the author of this research, considering the studies and searches 

carried out in the field of Nima studies literature and considering the study of 

valuable books and articles on this subject, came to the conclusion that an 

independent and coherent work has not been written on the important and influential 

elements of meaning induction in Nima's poetry. Although during most of the 

research written about Nima, some of the elements and mechanisms of meaning 

induction in Nima's poetry have been sporadically referred to, but in none of them 

are the discussions related to the elements and mechanisms of meaning induction at 

the center of the research and it is necessary that these important elements in Nima's 

poetry as the "founder of contemporary poetry" be analyzed and scrutinized in a 

comprehensive and scientific research. 
 

Conclusion 

In a deep reflection on the internal structure of Nima's poetry and based on his 

statements, it can be said that numerous structures, including biological-

psychological and political-social structures, have had a great influence on the 

process of forming his poetry. In his poems, Nima has artistically been able to 

establish a link between human pain and suffering and the cold and dark nature of 

the north. By using natural elements and spaces in his poetic images and metaphors, 

he has provided the basis for instilling meanings and concepts related to political 

and social issues in his poetry, and with his creative imagination, he has presented a 

picture of political and social pain before the eyes of the audience. Nima's poems 

usually begin with a tense image in discussions related to political and social issues, 

and her poems in this field have a longitudinal axis. Nima mainly uses images and 

the element of color to communicate with the audience very early and place them in 

the space of her poem. She tries to increase the inductive and interpretable power of 

her poetry in expressing the pain and suffering of the oppressed society and nation 

through numerous literary elements and mechanisms, especially the repetition of 

phonemes, syntactic deviation, ambiguity, symbol, allegory, etc. In general, in 

describing the pain and suffering of the people in most of her poems, she is 

overwhelmed by her thin human feelings and emotions. She is unable to objectively 

describe the pain and suffering of the people without interfering with her own 

emotional feelings and mentality, and through that, she leaves behind an imagistic 
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space and a complete picture of the pain and suffering of the society in her collection 

of poems. 
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