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Abstract

From Leonard Bishop's perspective, character and plot in a story do not have
precedence over each other. The existence of each without the other in a story
cannot be plotted; therefore, both are intertwined and form an independent and
larger identity in a broader sense. Ernest Hemingway in his novel The Old Man and
the Sea and Sadegh Chobak in his novel Tangsir have used common and diverse
techniques in characterizing their novels, including: presenting believable
characters, using few names in the opening chapter of the story, people with unclear
motivations, describing the character's physical and psychological characteristics,
providing information through secondary characters, expressing the character's
psychological background, brief and useful characterizing, random characters,
intermediary characters, and permanent characteristics of the character. The purpose
of this research is to conduct a comparative study of the characterizing techniques in
the two novels The Old Man and the Sea and Tangsir by Sadegh Chobak. The
research method is descriptive-analytical and library-based. The research findings

show that among the various techniques, character truthfulness and believability,
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character description, and introducing people with unclear motives have a high

frequency in these two novels.

Keywords: Personification techniques, The Old Man and the Sea, Tangsir,

Character description, Leonard Bishop.

Introduction

The character in the story is the fictional people. The character can be human or
non-human in the story. Since life in the world does not have meaning without
humans, it is better to make the fictional characters human to increase the
believability and realism of the story. In the definition of character, Mirsadeghi also
believes that the created people (creatures) who appear in stories and plays, etc. are
called characters. Therefore, according to the above definition, a character is a
person in a narrative or dramatic work whose psychological and moral qualities are
present in his actions and what he says and does. The creation of such characters
who appear to the reader almost like real people in the field of the story is called
characterization. The writer can act freely in creating his characters, that is, with the
power of imagination, create people who do not conform to real standards and
perform actions or movements that are not created by the creator or author of the
work and are very different from the people we routinely work with on a daily basis.
It should be emphasized that no matter how illusory and imaginary the world of the
story is, the writer must portray its characters in such a way that the readers find the
events and people believable and accept them. Therefore, character and life have a
mutual relationship. Since character is usually taken from life in some way, the
degree of inspiration writers have from real people varies, but behind the face of
each character is always a part of real life. That is why, by reading a novel, we want
to encounter new people and know what kind of people they are and what events
they encounter, and finally, we become interested in knowing how the author
presents all of these things to us (see Mirsadeghi, 1997: 84-85).

Materials and methods

The research method is descriptive-analytical and library-based.
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Discussion and results

Character Realism

Characters in a story are the same people and individuals who exist around us in
everyday life, and these individuals are completely distinct from each other in terms
of temperament and other characteristics. Mirsadeghi says: “A made-up person
(creature) that appears in a story, play, etc. is called a character. In a narrative or
dramatic work, a character is a person whose psychological and moral qualities are
present in his actions and what he says and does” (Mirsadeghi, 1376: 83-84).
Accordingly, from the very beginning, the authors of both novels are close to reality
in terms of believability and realism, because according to Ernest Hemingway’s
biography, his father was very interested in fishing and would give him a fishing rod
from childhood and take him to the sea to fish with him. (See Hemingway, 1395: 3).
Therefore, in the novel Tangsir, the story also happened during Chobak's childhood
in Bushehr, and the story is essentially true. Therefore, the reality-like nature of both
authors' lives has made their characters believable. In this process, the reader
realizes that the author does not intend to deceive him like in modern stories, and
even shares and accompanies him in reading the story, which is the suspense and
tension of the story. It should be said: The knowledge of these two authors about the
characters in their stories has made the quality of this characteristic more prominent.
Because in this way, when the characters appear in the story, they become believable
and are trusted by everyone. Therefore, the choice of each character was based on
showing the life or a part of the life of the surrounding people in these two novels. It
should be said: When each of the fictional characters such as Santiago, Martin,
Mohammad, Shahro, Sakineh, Torab, etc. do something or say something, there is a
hint about their character traits. Because the backgrounds that writers have created
about their characters, nurtured in their minds, and presented in the story are
complete knowledge. However, the people that Hemingway and Chobak used in
their novels are definitely characters that aroused the writer's passion and interest
and probably he has seen and heard of them. If we pay attention to the patterns given
above, we will see that the characters in the novel The Old Man, the Sea, and the
Tangsir are the same people around us or our environment who are accepted by
everyone, and the hope, justice, and courage of Santiago and Muhammad in the
novel are some of the characteristics of these people. So in the definition of
characterization, we can say that creating characters who appear like real people in
the story is characterization. Sometimes, in the creation of fictional characters, the



Abstract 64

criteria are slightly different because the writer’s imagination can operate freely and
disrupt real criteria, and their movements and postures can be different from the
people we see around us. Bishop believes that: “Not all parts of the story are written
based on personal experiences. The creation of the story depends on the writer’s
creative power and the extent of his ability to depict human behaviors that he has not
personally experienced” (Bishop, 2003: 343). On the other hand, as we all know, in
ordinary and everyday life, not all people are equal and identical in terms of traits
and characteristics, and the writer is not supposed to see all characters as the same
and uniform, because in that case, his own personal taste will interfere and the story
will lose its reality and credibility. Therefore, the writer must be careful not to
confuse or interfere with the fictional characters with his own personal
characteristics and tastes when writing, and the relationships he gives to the fictional
characters should not be in proportion and in harmony with the characteristics of his
own personality. Accordingly, in both novels The Old Man and the Sea and Tangsir,
Hemingway and Chobak have been able to skillfully, in addition to creating
believable and real characters with the ability to accurately understand and use the
tools, separate these characters from their own personal characteristics. In other
words, both writers do not interfere with their personal tastes in the novel's
characters, because this practice is obvious and visible from the stability of the
novel's characters, as we see in Tangsir: “The shirt was heavy on him. He took it off.
His bare skin was visible from under his thick, coarse hair. His skin was the color of
burnt brown leather, a piece of leather that had been lying in the desert for years
under the sun and rain and was no longer leather but pottery. No one could figure
out why this man was so hairy. He was like a bear. He was hairy and the smell of
sweat never left his body” (Chubak, 1998: 7).

With this in mind, when we read both works, we realize the author’s impartiality
in characterizing the story. On the other hand, it must be said that character and life
in the story have a mutual relationship. A writer who knows life well and has looked
at it with curiosity can create believable characters. So the character is taken
from life:

“Santiago was an old man who was fishing in the waters of the bay with his
rowboat. Eighty-four days had passed and he had not caught a single fish. He spent
the first forty days with a boy, but the boy’s parents had said that just because the
old man was caught in bad luck, there was no reason for their son to stay in the old

man’s boat” (Hemingway, 2016: 7).
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In this regard, when we study the novel Tangsir carefully, we learn more about
Chubak’s knowledge of the lives of the people of the south and our level of
awareness increases several times. It must be said: Behind the faces of Chubak’s
characters such as Mohammad and... is a part or a whole of real life that is presented
to the reader through these characters. The life that begins with the introduction of
the watery air of the port such as Esfanj Abestani, Kenar Mahna, Raees Ali Delvari,
Shir Mohammad and... and ends with Mohammad’s anti-cruelty and justice-seeking.
In the believability of the characters in Tangsir, it is not enough that Chubak's
personal experiences have had a great impact on enriching and making them
realistic. When we look at his descriptions, we find that he has paid attention to even
the most minor issues because he has touched all the issues with his own flesh and
blood. The characters he has brought in the novel Tangsir are people who have
benefited from his personal memories, and these characters exist in the
author's environment:

"He was wearing a pair of trousers that reached his ankles with a prominent
rough lining. His feet were bare. The soles of his feet were lost under the furnace.
He had a huge body. He was like a giant. There was no one on the road. He was
alone and he was big and black and burnt and hot and thirsty and in purgatory"
(Chubak, 1377: 6).

Regarding the believability of characters, Robert Scholes, like Bishop, believes:
“The characters in the story are like real people. At the same time, they are not like
them. In realistic stories, writers have tried to make their characters as similar as
possible to real people. The point is that these writers have tried to surround these
characters with details that they have taken from the life of their time” (Scholes,
1998: 19). Therefore, the plot of the story is often influenced by the character, and if
the writer insists and insists that the characters in the story adapt themselves to the
events and incidents, good characterization will not be achieved. No matter how real
and believable the characters in the story are, they will be alive; otherwise, they will
refuse to act according to the writer’s desire and adapt themselves to artificial
situations, and a vacuum will arise (cf. Westland, 1992: 136).

Short names at the beginning

Introducing a large number of characters in the opening chapter of the story is not
desirable and desirable. Because the reader is faced with a large number of fictional

characters from the very beginning of the story and faces difficulty in recognizing
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and distinguishing them. Also, too many names will confuse the reader and make
him less willing to continue the story and recognize and distinguish the names, as a
result, it will cause boredom and fatigue and reduce the tension of the story. For this
reason, Bishop emphasizes that: "Do not mention the names and surnames of
important characters and their roles in the opening chapter of the novel. Because
they cause disorganization. In addition, it is difficult for the reader to remember all
these names and distinguish their roles. On the other hand, crowding names and
roles together makes the different intensity and sharpness the same and uniform, and
the reader feels a kind of confusion in the novel. And again, because many events
happen immediately in the first chapter and the reader is constantly forced to
separate the novel's elements, the events become static and the pace of the story
becomes uniform" (Bishop, 2003: 425). In comparing this method in both works, it
should be said: Hemingway has used this method in the opening or threshold of the
story in the novel The Old Man and the Sea and in the treatment of the novel The
Stick. Therefore, both authors have not made the threshold or gateway of their novel
chaotic by mentioning many characters to confuse the reader. Rather, they have
intended to introduce their hero by describing the environment and mentioning his
name. Introducing the first character or hero of the story and placing the rotation and
centrality based on the main character from the very initial lines has caused them to
be content with the same one or two main characters in the opening chapter, which
is the necessity and importance of this characteristic. When we read these two
stories more deeply, we realize that in the first few lines of the novel The Old Man
and the River, Santiago, and in the novel Tangsir, it is the character Muhammad
who is introduced to the audience through external characteristics, etc. Both authors
have tried not to reveal the important characters and their roles from the very
beginning of the story because they want to show this feature through the action of
the story in the later parts.

On the other hand, the disadvantages of using too many names in the opening
chapter of the story are that the crowding of characters prevents the reader from
having a proper understanding of their names and roles. Therefore, both stories
begin with descriptions so that mentioning names does not confuse the reader, as we
see in the novel Tangsir:

“The watery air of the port, like a sponge pregnant with a moist pyramid, dripped
heat from the burning air, and the flaming inferno of the sun in the western sky was

covered with dew and had a roundness of moisture on its face” (Chubak, 1377: 5).
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It must be said: The crowding of names prevents the individuality, importance,
and special position of the characters from being revealed and specified. On this
basis, an effort has been made in Tangsir so that readers do not forcefully follow the
progress of the story, but are slowly and step by step drawn into the depth of the
story and immersed in it. From Bishop's perspective: "You should not focus their
minds on many characters, incidents, and stories, and the subplots of the main and
secondary characters at once" (Bishop, 2004: 426). It should be said: Sometimes
focusing on characters, incidents, stories, compactness, and a multitude of materials
in the very first lines causes the reader to constantly go back in the course of a story
and be involved in figuring out who each name belongs to and what situation each
person is in. Therefore, all factors come together to prevent the author from
emphasizing certain things. In the novel The Old Man and the Sea and the Tangsir,
to prevent the disadvantages of this method, both authors have tried to first introduce
the main character to the reader by mentioning his name and characteristics so that
the audience can clearly understand the other characters in the story by
distinguishing the main character. Further, when the main character of the story is
introduced, the presence of other characters is also mentioned, as we see in the story
of Tangsir: “The wide feverish shadow drew Muhammad’s side towards itself and
kept the burning spears of the sun away from the back of his head. His shirt clung to
him and his coarse, black hair floated in his sweat from under the thin muslin he was
wearing. When he reached the shadow, he stopped and looked at the hairy spears of
the sun that were piercing his eyes through the branches and foliage, and then he
tore down the thick, knotted log and took it, sat down at the base of the log, and
leaned against it. Not a single leaf moved” (Chubak, 1377: 6). In this regard, Hanif
also says: "For him, characters were stagnant before their creation, and he wanted to
recognize them as bright, alive, and active, and to show them as possible in nature"
(Hanif, 1379: 92).

Character with unclear motivation

Usually, in the characterization of a story, the author does not always bring people
with specific motives, but among these people, there are characters who also have
unclear motives and are used to advance and complete the story. A fictional
character does not necessarily have to be a human, but the world acquires a certain
meaning and concept with humans. Therefore, human personality is far more

evolved and complex than animal personality, because humans can control their
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actions using the power of reason. Humans have the power of prediction, and this
power enables them to predict the possible consequences of their actions and adjust
their physiological needs and desires in accordance with moral principles, finality,
and necessity; to carefully weigh the solutions and choose the best path from among
them. Therefore, humans can monitor their future to a large extent by making this
choice. In defining character, Younesi says: “The sum of diverse traits and
characteristics that are composed of the common traits and characteristics of the
type, and the acquired and developed traits and characteristics of the individual,
creates the character of the individual” (Younesi, 1341:273). In this regard, Bishop
says: “The motivations of the main characters of some short stories are deliberately
unclear. At this time, the character does not reveal the motivations of his actions in
his own language or through his thoughts. Especially since the character himself
may not be attractive, but the effect of his work on others is exciting and the events
he creates are more dramatic and meaningful than his real identity. In other words,
his character is interesting as long as he is anonymous” (Bishop, 1383:63). In
comparing the characters of the two works, it should be said: On the contrary, the
motivations of the characters are clear and obvious. Santiago and Muhammad, who
are the main characters of these novels, have revealed the motives of their actions in
their own words and do not wait for others to explain the impact of their work. The
main identity and character of Santiago and Muhammad is so exciting, real, and
spectacular that there is no need for others to make it seem more real. On the
contrary, the character is interesting as long as it is anonymous. From the very
beginning of the novel, the characters of Santiago and Muhammad are not only not
anonymous, but are clear, and the motives of their actions are also clear and distinct,
as we see in Tangsir:

"Uncle, you are my father. You raised me. It is not hidden from God, it is not
hidden from you either. I have a thousand tomans in all, and that is also a foot in the
air, you are right. At first I had two thousand tomans. Because the money was a pre-
French, I went and gave it to the Friday imam to make it halal. The Friday Imam
took two thousand tomans from me and gave me one thousand and seventeen
hundred tomans, so that God willing, he would break his heart, I gave the thousand
tomans to Karim Hamza and I made my life black, he ate clean and the cool water
made it bright” (Chubak, 1377: 22).

In both novels, when we pay attention to the statements of the main character of

the story, it is quite clear what the motivation of their actions is in the formation of
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the events and incidents. Chubak and Hemingway did not hide or conceal this
motivation in the main characters of Santiago and Muhammad; rather, the real
intention and motivation of instilling hope, perseverance, and justice and killing
those three people is evident from the language of the main character Tangsir.
Therefore, the importance of the main character of these novels is not in anonymity
because Hemingway and Chubak intend to introduce their hero or main character
from the very opening lines by putting together textual signs and implications. It
should be said that in Tangsir, the use of allusions such as Mir Mahna and Raees Ali
Delvari and his companions in the Tangestan War, etc., and the connection of these
signs with each other is aimed at introducing and showing the character of
Muhammad and his motivations:

“How many years have I seen this flag like this, never letting it get old and the
sun take away its color? Instead, it is our own flag that the sun has taken away its
color and turned it white. Now I want Raees Ali to come out of his grave and see
what is happening. The blood of the young Tangsir has not yet dried in the palm
trees of Tangg. God knows how many Tangsirs were killed. Didn’t we kill a few of
them? I myself killed fifteen of them” (Chubak, 1377: 16).

Therefore, in both literary works, the motivations of the characters in the story
can be predicted in advance. Although the subplots delay the conclusion, it is still
clear that the protagonists of the story, Santiago and Muhammad, with the bravery
and courage that he seeks from him, do not give up with perseverance, hope, and
effort to not lose their rights and entitlements. Muhammad is not bowed down to
injustice and demands justice. The actions and behavior of Muhammad's character
demonstrate his bravery and bravery. In principle, both writers did not want to keep

the character anonymous.

Character description

Esmaillou says: “Description in the art of writing or story-telling is a material or tool
with which the writer tries to show us everything he has seen or as he has
understood the situations himself. Therefore, Nasser Irani, in the book Story,
Definitions, Tools and Elements, has quoted description from Phyllis Bentley as
follows: “When the novelist stops the moving world of his story and tells us what he
sees, we call this type of narrative description. Therefore, the requirement for the
correct use of the tool of description is to see well, to feel well, and to convey well.

That is, the story-teller has stopped the movement of the world of his story so that
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the reader can watch a fixed image of an external landscape or a state of mind”
(Esmaillou, 2004: 116). From Younesi’s point of view, the description of the
character of the story must contain human interests, that is, it must have the same
qualities and characteristics that give life to the story and that the reader desires. The
story takes this characteristic from its characters. Characters who must live within
the framework and limits of the story and be in motion. If the characters of the story
are not human beings and the reader does not accept them as specific human beings,
no matter how masterfully the plot, action, dialogue, setting, and environment of the
story are worked out and accomplished, the story will turn out to be a weak and
meaningless thing” (cf. Younesi, 1962: 265). According to the above, it must be said
that practical description or deliberate and measured characterization is the new art.
In today’s story writing, simple and detailed descriptions of the characters’ states,
movements, and appearance are not the criteria, but the writer makes sure that the
characters in the story introduce their characteristics to the reader through their
speech and behavior, which is more realistic than character description. Bishop
believes: “The method of not describing the characters’ appearance is not realistic. If
writers had the same belief, many great literary figures such as Emma Bovary, the
Karamazov family, Ahab, Don Quixote, and Quasimodo would not exist today. But
readers know these characters better than their relatives” (Bishop, 2004: 325). From
his point of view, there are two theories in character description: some agree with
description in the story and some adhere to the lack of description. Those who do
not agree with the use of description tools believe that physical description of
characters is redundant because it limits the reader’s imagination and does not allow
characters to be created in the mind. However, Hemingway and Chubbuck adhere to
physical description of characters in the story and emphasize the use of this method
to prove this claim. Therefore, both Hemingway and Chubbuck have a special
interest in describing the environment and character, etc., and it is considered one of
their important materials and tools in the art of writing stories. The imagination of
the two writers in showing the fictional spaces, environment, character, etc. is
unique and another story in itself. Showing the position of objects and creatures is
one of the advantages of Hemingway and Chobak. If we list one of the important
features in the two novels, it is the precise and attractive descriptions of
the characters.

In describing and presenting the character, both Hemingway and Chobak have

used several techniques simultaneously, which are: First: Introduction through
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physical actions, Second: Introduction through the use of rhetoric, Third: Using the
characteristics of the character, Fourth: Through physical appearances, all four
methods are clear examples in introducing the character:

“The lucky fishermen who had a good catch that day had returned to the shore
and thrown their big fish out of the boat. On a part of the beach that was carpeted
with wood, they had laid them on their sides and were waiting for the fish to be
carried away...” (Hemingway, 2016: 9).

On the other hand, in explaining this device and describing the character’s body,
one cannot follow the events of life that should be followed in accordance with the
reality of the person with its shadows. From Bishop’s perspective, “following the
events of the life of a shadow in a novel is a very difficult task. In addition,
incomplete physical descriptions of the characters never encourage the reader to
complete it. Readers do not have the imagination and tolerance that book reviewers
or literary critics think they have” (Bishop, 2004: 326). It should be said: The
tension and suspense in a story or novel are not formed based on the physical
description of the characters, but there are other tools that are used alongside these
tools. The way of presenting the work becomes more captivating and attractive
because the audience follows the course of the story because of life, conflict,
relationships, etc. In the physical description of the character, the character does not
necessarily have to be human, but animals can also be described in this way, as we
see in the novel The Old Man and the Sea:

“At night, two dolphins were found next to his boat. He could hear the sound of
their movement and breathing. He was even so skilled that he could tell whether
they were male or female from the movement of their nostrils.” (Hemingway,
2006: 33).

From Bishop’s point of view, the criterion in a long description of a character is
visual logic, or the ordinary eye. Because in general, when facing a person, the eyes
first see larger things and then pay attention to details. In introducing the character,
first the person's height is described, then the character's strength and appearance or
posture. In Tangsir, Chubak also uses this method in describing the physical
characteristics of his fictional characters such as Sakineh, the Englishman,
Muhammad, etc. Chubak describes Sakineh's character as follows:

"She was a tall woman dressed in black. She had a Yazdi indigo silk scarf tied
around her head. She had a pained and drawn face. She had a blue mole on her

forehead, between her eyebrows, and under her lip. She was still young and had a
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gold nose ring in her nose. She was naked. Two thick silver anklets were hanging on
her ankles, under her loincloths" (Chubak, 1377: 37). And other examples such as:
"The Englishman was a scoundrel, with a thick, curly mustache, and he was wearing
short pants and a thin, short-sleeved, khaki military shirt... The Englishman cast a
bitter, disgusting look from under his eyes at his bulky, sweaty body and wet shirt"
(Chubak, 1377: 18-19).

Random characters

In defining character, we can say that people who are present in the story and all
events happen because of them or through them are called characters. Therefore,
when the author shows the shape, appearance, behavior, and type of clothing of
people in the story according to the conditions prevailing in the story or talks or
dialogues about them, he has characterization. In other words, the person who is the
center of all events and all events happen because of him and plays the main role in
the story is the main character and hero of the story. Apart from the main character,
there are other characters who are present in the story mostly to reveal the main
character, who are called secondary characters, and the people who do not play any
special role in the story and have an ambiguous presence to highlight the main and
secondary characters and to show the atmosphere of the story are called blackness of
the army. (See Ismailloo, 2004: 73). With these descriptions, one of the main
functions of the character is to arouse the reader's feelings of agreement or
disagreement and hatred. The main character of the story is either static or
expanding. It should be said: in past works, writers created characters who changed
their environment and did not change themselves, but in modern fiction, the story
has a developing character and most of the secondary characters they present are
static or simple. Therefore, if the existence of a secondary character is intended to
highlight the character and traits of the main character, then such a character is
nothing but a blackness of the army. From Bishop's point of view: "Accidental
characters make the scene real and provide images of the mood of the scene.
Accidental characters may not appear on the scene more than once and their role
may be so minor that they are basically not worth mentioning, but their existence is
necessary” (see Bishop, 2004: 148). It should be noted that when dealing with
characters who are random, the writer should use brief details, that is, they should
not be long details. Accordingly, it should be said that the character of Santiago in
The Old Man and the Lion of the Sea and in the novel Tangsir, who underwent a
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spiritual or physical change during the conflict of events, are developing characters
because the main task of these characters is to arouse a sense of agreement or
disagreement and hatred, so the feelings and emotions of the reader are drawn to
him and become confused in him; Therefore, the characters in the novel The Old
Man and the Sea (Periko, Spearfish, Fishermen, Manolin, Martin) and in the novel
Tangsir (Qasem's wife, the gunman Kazeruni and Azarbaijani, Sakineh, Lohrasb,
Zarakbar, Zarghlum, Master Habib Qanad, Kadkhodai Dovas, Ismail and a few
other characters) are not prominent and prominent, and they do not appear even once
in the novel. The role of these characters is so minor that sometimes there is no need
to name them. From Bishop's point of view, they are considered random characters:
It must be said that when the author uses a random character in a story, this
character must definitely add something to the story scene, and their presence should
not be irrelevant and have no connection with the scene. It must be said that in the
novel The Old Man and the Sea and Tangsir, the connection of these characters with
the scenes of the story is quite close, and their need and presence is felt in the
existence and creation of the scenes. Bishop believes: “Although the author uses a
selection of precise details to describe random characters, these details should be
inconsequential compared to other important people and details” (Bishop, 2003:
149). Like Bishop, Younesi says: “The most important element that conveys the
theme of the story and the most important factor in the plot of the story is the
fictional character. Therefore, stories use their characters to develop the plot and
present the theme. When we deal with the fictional character, we must know what
kind of character the author has created: is he simple or complex, is he a typical
example or a distinguished character, is he constant or expanding, is he a hero or a
villain, is he the main character of the story or his opposite and antithesis” (Younesi,
2012: 23).

Mediator characters

There may be one or more people in a story. Among them, there is one person who
has a more prominent role in the story, and in fact, the entire story revolves around
that person. Sometimes there are other people who do not play a role in the story,
but are used to create context and show the atmosphere of the story and highlight the
main and secondary characters. These are the intermediary or accidental characters
who are called secondary characters or the blackness of the army. (See Ismail Lo,
2004: 72). Therefore, intermediary characters are not important in the story
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themselves because their main purpose is to influence the main character, which is
why their presence is felt in the story. Therefore, there is no need to explain the
background of these characters. In general, from Bishop's point of view: "In the
story, we have two types of intermediary characters: first, people who appear only
once in the story, but play a fundamental role in changing the relationships and
storyline of the main characters, and second, people who appear in different but
sensitive places in the novel to change the lives and stories of the main characters"
(Bishop, 2003: 236). Therefore, in both novels, there are characters who are
intermediaries, each of whom is used to complement the main character; In the
novel The Old Man and the Sea, characters such as (Perico, Manueline, Martin,
Fishermen) and in the novel Tangsir, characters such as (Shahrou, Mohammad's
wife, Sohrab and Manijeh, Mohammad's children, Haj Mohammad, Mohammad's
father-in-law and uncle, Karim Haj Hamze, the one who took Mohammad's hat,
Sheikh Turab, the notary and witness to the transaction between Zar Mohammad
and Karim, Mohammad Gandeh Rajab, the merchant and broker, Agha Ali Kachel,
Mohammad's lawyer, and the Armenian Asatur, one of the shopkeepers of Bushehr,
are intermediary characters. In describing these characters, it can be said that all
their feelings, thoughts, and actions are used to complete and shape the main
characters of Zar Mohammad and Santiago. In describing these characters, it is not
necessary to give a detailed description of their lives, and Ernst and Chobak have
also masterfully avoided this task because their goal is to convey the purpose they
have pursued in the novel in a correct and believable way. In completing the
intermediary characters, it is important that each of the characters can tell a specific
story. They have their own stories and the main characters also participate in these
stories and play a more prominent role. With the above descriptions in the novel
Tangsir, we can assume that the incident of Sakineh's war is a story in itself, in
which Muhammad has a great contribution. In presenting this method, the appeal
and charm of these characters and the type of story delivery should be such that it
remains in the mind of the audience and affects life. Bishop says in this regard: "The
second type of intermediary character should have his own story, but his story
should not have any connection with the entire plot line. If such a character
constantly appears in the story and the reader does not know anything about him, he
will ask himself what his job is in the novel? And naturally, in this case, it seems
that the author has used a deceptive and handy toy of the reader instead of using an
original character" (Bishop, 2003: 237). In another general division, fictional
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characters can be classified into stereotyped, conventional, typical and symbolic,
and all He also divided the characters into two parts. Usually, the characters of
Bishop are very similar to stereotyped and conventional characters. Therefore,
according to the characteristics of this type of character in the novel The Old Man
and the Sea and Tangsir, we assume that the character of Santiago and Muhammad
is a comprehensive character because he has attracted more attention and this
character has been described and depicted in more and more detailed details. On the
other hand, his characteristics are more distinct from the other characters in the
novel. It can be said that Hemingway and Chobak have been able to develop and
nurture the main characters of the story of Santiago and Muhammad based on the
scope of time and bring it to maturity. So the characters of Santiago and Muhammad
have both the characteristics of the group and have reflected their own
characteristics. (See Mirsadeghi, 1376: 110). In another division, the characters are
also divided into dynamic and static. A static character is a character that does not
change or accepts a little change, but the character A dynamic character is a
character who is constantly and continuously changing and evolving. With this
classification, the characters of Santiago and Mohammad can also be considered
dynamic characters in these two novels; because in the linear course of the story, his
beliefs, worldview, traits, and characteristics are changing. These changes are
sometimes deep and sometimes superficial and have always worked in the direction
of character building. Other characters in the novel The Old Man and the Sea
(Martin, Manuelin, Perico, the Fishermen) and in the novel Tangsir are also static
characters (Shahru, Mohammad's wife, Sohrab and Manijeh, Mohammad's children,
Haj Mohammad's father-in-law, Karim Haj Hamze, Sheikh Turab, Mohammad
Gandeh Rajab, Agha Ali Kachhel, Mohammad's lawyer, and Asatur, the Armenian).

Psychological history of the personality

Characterization is one of the important elements of a story, and in characterization,
it is necessary and essential that the type of clothing, dialogues, behaviors, beliefs,
etc. correspond and are proportionate to the type of characters chosen for the story.
Therefore, mentioning the character's psychological background is a kind of blind
characterization. Because the character is surrounded and confined in a specific
framework. Therefore, the character can no longer step outside that framework. It
can be said that stepping outside the framework makes the character's credibility and

behavior appear disproportionate. Bishop believes: "When the writer focuses the
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story on the character's psychological state in order to fully describe the character,
there is a risk that instead of characterizing him, he will describe the character's
psychological background" (Bishop, 2003: 233-234). Accordingly, sometimes
Hemingway in The Old Man and the Sea and sometimes Chubak in Tangsir have
used this method in character development because using this method has provided
both authors with various possibilities to explore and display his relationship with
his family and friends, as well as his desire for justice, masculinity and courage,
tirelessness, bravery, failure, etc. Therefore, in the two novels, character
development has occurred in such a way, and in addition to it, the psychological
background of the characters of Santiago and Mohammad and... has also been
somewhat introspected and used as materials and tools, as we see in the novel
Tangsir:

“I wish I could go and get lost in this sea. Because the water of my sorrow makes
me forget. I remember the city of Persepolis and those dives and searching the
bottom of the sea. Only Martin’s bullet can convince them” (Chubak, 1998: 18).

On the other hand, the character's psychological background is a handy and
superficial material and acts as an umbrella for the introspection of human nature
that easily fits the personality of most people. In addition, the reader predicts his
behavior through the character's psychological background. In the novel Tangsir, the
character of the pastry chef, upon seeing Mohammad and psychoanalyzing his
personality, realizes that Mohammad will have something to do this morning.
Mohammad's laughter and happiness, and the conversations that are exchanged
between the two are signs that can, to some extent, clarify the plans that are going on
in Mohammad's head. It should be said: When using this method, the character's
motivation in the plot line or plot must be complex because simplicity causes the
author to neglect the main plot by adding subplots and the main plot is still
dominated by subplots and its simplicity is not reduced. (See Bishop, 2003: 235).
Both Hemingway and Chobak have been able to add other subplots to these two
novels, in addition to the main plot, whose protagonists are Santiago and
Muhammad, in order to reduce the simplicity of the main plot a little and to some
extent bring it closer to complexity. Therefore, in the story, one of the roles of the
plot line is to develop the character of the story and make him grow and develop
based on Bishop's statements and create changes in him, which is beyond presenting
the psychological background of the character, which is included in it and is placed

in it. But the psychological background has brought the character to a dead end and
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he can no longer be that character of someone else. Because no development will
take place in him and his character has been predicted in advance.

Conclusion

The results of the study show that there are a significant number of characterization
techniques as one of the important story elements in the two novels The Old Man
and the Sea and Tangsir that can be adapted to Leonard Bishop's theory. These
techniques include believable characters, not using many names in the opening
chapter, people with unclear motives, character description, providing information
through secondary characters, character psychological background, useful and brief
characterization, random characters, intermediary characters, and permanent
character traits, all of which are characteristics of this theory. Also, in measuring and
measuring the effectiveness of the common aspects, it shows that the techniques of
character description, the truthfulness or believability of the characters, the small
number of names in the opening chapter of the story have a high frequency in these
two novels, which has been provided as one of the strong materials and tools to the
two authors, namely Hemingway and Chobak, who have been able to show the
reader everything they have seen or understood the situations as they themselves
have, with the difference that they have not confused the characters' account with
their own personal characteristics and tastes and have not acted based on their
interests in writing, and this type of character description has no connection and
proportion with the personalities of the two authors. Also, in the believability or
truthfulness of the fictional characters in these two novels, Hemingway and Chobak
have brought their fictional characters' actions and behavior closer to reality with the
correct methods and the correct criterion for recognizing the actions and behavior of
their fictional characters. In other words, as the actions and behavior of the
characters have come closer to reality, their believability has also increased, which
has become a common feature of these two works. Another common practice is to
mention a small number of names in the opening chapters of the novel. Hemingway
and Chubbuck tried to reduce the clutter of the story by using this method so that
readers could have a proper understanding of the names and their roles throughout
the story.
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