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Abstract

With the collapse of unitary and absolute narratives in the postmodern era, the
concept of love has transformed into a collection of individual and diverse
experiences. It's a multifaceted and fluid concept intertwined with social, cultural,
economic, and technological changes. Love in this era is viewed differently by each
individual and is constantly being redefined and reconstructed. One of these
definitions is the concept of liquid love that Zygmunt Bauman used to describe the
nature of emotional bonds in postmodern society. He argues that emotional bonds in
this era have undergone a profound transformation from traditional definitions. The
image presented of liquid love in Houshang Golshiri's novel Christian Va Kidd
provides a clear picture of the transformations in emotional bonds in postmodern
society. The results of this research show that the bonds in this novel are heavily
influenced by the concepts of liquid love. Love is no longer a fixed feeling, but
rather changes based on the inner references and individual desires of the characters.
Loyalty and commitment to a covenant are not observed in any bond. What shapes a
relationship or ends it from the characters' perspective is the presence or absence of
the pleasure component. Sexual relationships exist extensively among the
characters, which are not afraid to engage in them without fear of exposure.
Incompatibility and conflicting emotions are frequent. Bonds end easily without any

individual or social anxiety, and individuals freely seek new experiences.
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Introduction

In the postmodern era, the concept of love has evolved from a stable, covenant-
based emotion to a fluid and individualistic experience, shaped by social, cultural,
economic, and technological transformations. Zygmunt Bauman’s concept of liquid
love encapsulates the transient and pleasure-driven nature of emotional bonds in
contemporary society, characterized by a lack of commitment, consumerism, and the
pursuit of new experiences. Houshang Golshiri’s novel Christian Va Kidd (1971)
provides a rich narrative to explore these transformations, depicting relationships
that align with Bauman’s framework. This study analyzes the romantic relationships
in the novel through the lens of liquid love, addressing how they reflect the shift
from traditional to postmodern conceptions of love and the resulting impact on
emotional bonds.

Materials and Methods

This interdisciplinary research employs qualitative content analysis to examine the
romantic relationships in Christian Va Kidd. The study is grounded in Bauman’s
sociological framework of liquid love, focusing on its key components: commitment
avoidance, consumerism, repeatability, free sexual relations, self-centeredness,
oscillation between conflict and harmony, and the cycle of bonding and breaking.
The novel’s text was systematically analyzed to identify narrative elements,
character interactions, and dialogues that embody these components. The analysis
draws on sociological and literary perspectives, integrating insights from scholars
such as Giddens, Fromm, and Sternberg to contextualize the transformation of love

in the postmodern era.

Discussion and Results

The analysis reveals that the romantic relationships in Christian Va Kidd vividly
embody Bauman’s liquid love. Commitment is notably absent, as characters like
Christian, Kidd, Mahdi, and Saeed engage in multiple, overlapping relationships
without fidelity or long-term obligations. For instance, Christian’s simultaneous
relationships with Mahdi, Saeed, and others, and Kidd’s open infidelity with Lucien,
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highlight a rejection of traditional loyalty. Consumerism manifests as characters
treat relationships as disposable commodities, pursuing new partners when pleasure
wanes, as seen in Christian’s shift from one lover to another to escape
dissatisfaction. The repeatability of love is evident in the characters’ frequent
formation of new romantic ties, defying the traditional notion of a singular, lifelong
partner. Free sexual relations dominate, with explicit and unapologetic interactions
occurring outside societal norms, such as Christian and Mahdi’s encounters, devoid
of secrecy or moral restraint. Self-centeredness drives decisions, with characters
prioritizing personal pleasure over collective or familial values, as Mahdi’s
preference for Christian’s physical attributes exemplifies. The oscillation between
conflict and harmony is frequent, reflecting emotional volatility, as seen in
Christian’s simultaneous affection and resentment toward Kidd. Finally, the cycle of
bonding and breaking is normalized, with characters like Mahdi and Saeed
effortlessly entering and exiting relationships without guilt or societal repercussions,
underscoring the legitimacy of both falling in love and moving on.

Conclusion

Christian Va Kidd serves as a literary mirror to the postmodern transformation of
love, aligning closely with Bauman’s liquid love. The novel illustrates a society
where traditional values of commitment, fidelity, and permanence are replaced by
fluidity, individualism, and ephemerality. Relationships are driven by personal
pleasure, easily formed and dissolved, and free from societal judgment. This study
underscores the novel’s significance as a sociological text, offering insights into the
evolving nature of human bonds in a consumerist, postmodern world. By mapping
Bauman’s framework onto Golshiri’s narrative, the research highlights the profound
shift in romantic paradigms and invites further exploration of love’s fluidity in
contemporary literature.
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