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Abstract

The collection of legends, folk ballads, folklore, beliefs, ideas, tales, customs, songs,
and the early arts of a nation is called “folklore”. Alongside official literature, which
is crafted and endorsed by those in power and is aligned with various structures of
“authority”, “folk literature” does not originate from official sources within society
and no “authority” plays a role in its creation and continuation. This research
examines the “anti-authoritarian” discourses within folk literature and analyzes how
folk literature, by distancing itself from sources of power and authoritarianism,
strives to limit and oppose manifestations of authoritarianism. It also explores the
tools and strategies used in this endeavor. Rarely has literature and literary works
been devoid of anti-authoritarian concerns, but from the early 1940s to the late
1970s, influenced by socio-economic changes and the teachings of political parties,
and based on the prevailing political-philosophical trends in the contemporary
world, a type of combative literature emerged in Iran. This literature made the
struggle against despotism and colonialism the main theme of the prevailing culture,
and in the interactive relationship between literature and society, militancy and

revolutionary spirit gained theoretical and practical authenticity. Influenced by this
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environment, where power and authoritarianism were subjected to criticism and
challenge, Ahmad Shamlou, with his special interest in folk culture and literature,
succeeded in creating a type of folk literature, one of the achievements of which was
“opposing and limiting power and authoritarianism” using the language and
capabilities of folk literature.

Keywords: Opposition to power, anti-authoritarian discourses, folk literature,
Ahmad Shamlou.

Introduction

The literature of every nation serves as a mirror reflecting its beliefs, traditions, and
cultural values. One of the less-explored aspects of literature is its role in engaging
with the multifaceted concept of “power.” Prior to the Constitutional Revolution in
Iran, Persian poetry generally maintained a cautious stance toward power, often
limited to moral counsel and philosophical reflection. However, with the socio-
political and intellectual transformations of the last century, literature increasingly
became a field for criticizing and limiting authoritarian structures.

Within this context, “folk culture” or folklore—comprising myths, songs, rituals,
beliefs, and symbolic narratives—emerged as a powerful medium of anti-
authoritarian discourse. Unlike official literature, which often aligns with state
narratives, folklore arises from the lived experiences of the people and is free from
the constraints of power. Ahmad Shamlou, one of Iran’s most prominent modern
poets, consciously incorporated the language and motifs of folk culture to produce
poetry that not only reflected the people’s heritage but also served as a potent tool

for resisting authoritarianism.

Materials & Methods

Folk culture, in its origin and function, stands in stark contrast to official culture.
While official culture reflects narratives crafted and sustained by political authority,
folklore conveys the stories, aspirations, and struggles of ordinary people. This
divergence grants folklore an inherent capacity to question and challenge authority.
In Shamlou’s poetry, folk elements serve a dual purpose: as aesthetic devices and
as carriers of protest, justice-seeking, and calls for freedom. From lullabies and
regional songs to myths and communal rituals, these elements acquire new

meanings, functioning as subtle yet powerful expressions of resistance.
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Discussion & Result

This study employs a discourse-analytical approach to examine Shamlou’s folk-
inspired poetry. The research focuses on identifying and interpreting anti-
authoritarian themes embedded in his works through folklore. The

methodology includes:

Collecting and analyzing Shamlou’s poems that employ folk motifs.

Identifying recurring themes of resistance to power and authoritarianism.

Examining the interplay between folk forms and the socio-political messages
they carry.

Considering the historical context of production, particularly the political climate
of Iran from the 1940s to the 1970s.

Conclusion

Through an intelligent fusion of folklore and modern poetry, Ahmad Shamlou
succeeded in creating literature that is both artistically refined and socially engaged.
His folk-inspired poems, particularly those imbued with anti-authoritarian discourse,
demonstrate the enduring power of folklore as a tool of cultural resistance. By
preserving and revitalizing popular heritage, Shamlou’s works remind contemporary
readers that the voice of the people, expressed through their own narratives, remains
a potent force against oppression.
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