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Abstract

Even though the story of love is as old as literature, it has found different resplendency
with the change of discourses. Love has no substantial linkage with politics; but as a
human secular and humanist action, it can affect the politics as a symbol, and for this
reason, it takes a revolutionary concept, and becomes mighty. Just as literature is not
limited to political literature, love is not limited to political love either. One of the most
obvious policies of literature is to benefit from the politics of love. Narratives of love
from the most ancient times to contemporary romances show that the most important
element of love is ‘’violation of the conventional’’; A secret that turns love in to a taboo
also speaks of politics. On the other side, the love appearances in literature is not
continuum; while the concepts of surrounding culture of beliefs turns to a change, love
also changes its function simultaneously. Modern romances, beyond the conventional
representations of lyrical literature, have had an active presence in the contemporary
era; the poetry of decade forty is a subject-oriented poem; but the politic of love in the
decade seventy is to avoid resistance; and it shows that the poets have lost their

subjectivity. Thus, in order to achieve this representation, one should pay attention to
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the epistemological breaks of love. Poets such as Shamlou and Farrokhzad are in open
conflict with dominant discourses, and Shams langroudi in the second period of his
poetic life, by distancing himself from ideological poetry and turning to romance,

becomes another breaking point.

Keywords: Political Subject, Romantic Poem, Contemporary Poem, Ahmad Shamlou,

Shams Langroudi.

1. Introduction

This research, by examining the deep structures of Shamloo and Shams Langarudi’s
poetry, seeks to unveil the politics of love, alongside, the emergence and decline of
subjectivity in the contemporary poetry of the 30s to 70s (SH).

Lyric poetry has never had a fixed expressive form; this changes itself speaks of the
transformations and discourses that romantic poetry has experienced. The ghazal, with
genealogical breaks, has moved towards a kind of self-awareness; this self-awareness is
the passage from the beloved to love. If Shamloo’s romantic poetry in the 40s is
political-romantic, in the 70s another politics dominates the poetry.

One of the most fundamental foundations of modern thought can be referred to as
the achievement of this type of awareness. One of the things that can explain this
awareness is the issue of subject-poet. Most theorists consider the discovery or even
invention of the subject to belong to the modern world, but given the difference in the
self-awareness of romantic poetry, it can be said that a kind of subject exists in classical
poetry that is semi-conscious and seeks to overcome its unconscious.

The romantic poet shapes the world with their own "self"; therefore, romantic poetry
becomes manifest in the space of "I and You." Romantic poetry cannot be polyphonic
because only two "others" are present in the poem: the other of the friend and the other
of the rival.

2. Materials and Methods

In this article, considering the nature of the subject, library and documentary
instruments were used to collect the data, and the qualitative analysis method was
utilized to analyze the data.
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3. Discussion & Result

The Constitutional Revolution was the discourse that separated the Iranian person from
tutelage. It formed a new "self" that was close to the subject. Constitutional literature
questioned the inevitable fate, adopted a popular discourse, and took on an antagonistic
structure. Another issue that has often occurred in Iranian political literature is that
when literature becomes a tool for political resistance, poets and writers gradually
appear who seek to de-politicize literature. For example, when contemporary poetry in
the 40s became trapped in politics, caught in sloganism, volume poets tried to de-
politicize poetry. Therefore, the politics of romantic poetry in the 70s, i.e., the
construction of the type of representations that arose in this decade and became part of
the law of love, differs from what was in the 40s and indeed offered a perspective on
how people should view love.

Shamloo, in many of his poems, openly portrays conflict and antagonism; this
conflict is either ideological, opposing characters, whether political figures or those
whom he rejects in any form, or conflict over the construction of poetry and its form. In
fact, Shamloo’s individual and social identity and his life-world turn him into a subject.

But from the 70s onwards, the poet is no longer a political subject; no one listens to
their voice because the understanding of life has changed, and ideological poetry no
longer responds, and political poetry has no audience. From the 70s onwards, the
inevitability of discourse leads poets to become more involved in love, not because they
have decided this, but because the audience indirectly demands that poets, instead of
escaping political censorship, bare themselves and their emotions and speak of love, of
the forbidden. Thus, after the 70s, love suffered a kind of ideological oblivion; for this
reason, Shams questioned the most important principle of the Communist Manifesto.
Marx in his eleventh thesis had said that philosophers have described the world, but the
essential thing is to change it. Poetry moved towards an erotic space; therefore, the body
became important, and consequently, feminism expanded, because in feminism,

embodiment is hidden.

4. Conclusion

Narratives of love, from the earliest periods to contemporary romantic poetry, show that
the most important element of love is "transgression of the ordinary"; a mystery that
both makes love a taboo and speaks of another kind of politics. Although the narrative

of love is as old as literature itself, it is not a complete narrative. For this reason, one
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should not approach the story of love with a grand narrative; because the love story in
each discourse changes its plot and structure.

Pre-modern literature did not confront the political person; thus, pre-modern
literature is less politicized than modern literature, but with the Constitutional
Revolution, the political person was born, and it was this person who invented a new
definition of the individual, identity, political affairs, public/private spheres, and
subjectivity.

If pre-modern literature organized itself with politics, modern literature revolted
against the hierarchical structure of power. Modern poetry, because it is poetry of the
political person, makes the struggle with power the permanent structure of its poetry;
from this perspective, the convention of opposition and antagonism between friend and
enemy governs modern poetry. The beloved becomes a shelter and refuge so that one
can stand against the enemy other. Modern poetry is interested in the semiotics of the
enemy; for this reason, it avoids any sign that smells of an enemy, and the beloved
becomes a refuge so one can stand against the enemy. The connection between politics
and love places Shamloo’s poetry in two spaces: lyrical and epic, and love becomes a
refuge in his poetry; on one side, he speaks of the masculine bodies of fighters and
composes elegies for their deaths, and on the other, he describes the feminine body of
love.

The confrontation between committed poetry and formalist poetry emerged as early
as the 40s, but with the dominance of the committed discourse in Iran and the world,
formalist poetry could not establish a dominant discourse. In formalist poetry, another
form of the politics of love was revealed, which can be called phenomenological love
poetry that speaks of the bodily experiences of love. Shams Langrudi, before the 70s,
believed in the subjectivity of poets, but in the 70s, he changed his perspective.
Contemporary poets from the 30s to the 60s could not realize their ideal world, and the
poetry of the 70s lost its general and popular audience, moving towards formalism and
the description of the world without a political gaze. The 70s announced the death of the
subject, and romantic poetry became intensely corporeal, focused on non-political
physicality, and no longer did the body of the beloved remind one of the bodies of
freedom fighters.
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